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DDeeaarr  PPaarreennttss  aanndd  SSttuuddeennttss::  
  
TThhee  MMiiddddlleettoowwnn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll   PPrrooggrraamm  ooff   SSttuuddiieess  hhaass  bbeeeenn  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  aassssiisstt  yyoouu  iinn  ppllaannnniinngg  
yyoouurr  ffoouurr--yyeeaarr  eedduuccaattiioonnaall   pprrooggrraamm..    AA  ssttuuddyy  ooff   tthhee  ccoonntteennttss  wwii ll ll   rreevveeaall   tthhee  aaccaaddeemmiicc  ssttrreennggtthh  ooff   
tthhee  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  aass  wweell ll   aass  tthhee  ddiivveerrssii ttyy  ooff   tthhee  ccuurrrriiccuullaarr  ooff ffeerriinnggss..    TThhee  mmaannyy  ooppttiioonnss  aall llooww  yyoouu  ttoo  
iinnddiivviidduuaall iizzee  yyoouurr  ccoouurrssee  ooff   ssttuuddyy  ttoo  mmeeeett  yyoouurr  oobbjjeeccttiivveess,,  nneeeeddss,,  aanndd  iinntteerreesstt..  
  
TThhee  ffaaccuull ttyy  aanndd  ssttaaff ff   ooff   MMiiddddlleettoowwnn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll   aarree  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouu  mmaakkee  tthhee  mmoosstt  ooff   
yyoouurr  eexxppeerriieennccee..    CCoonnffeerr  wwii tthh  tteeaacchheerrss  aanndd  ccoouunnsseelloorrss  ffoorr  aaddvviiccee  aabboouutt  wwhhaatt  ccoouurrsseess  ttoo  ttaakkee..    
KKeeeepp  iinn  mmiinndd  ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rreeqquuii rreemmeennttss,,  yyoouurr  ssttrreennggtthhss,,  aanndd  ggooaallss..  
  
AAss  yyoouu  rreeaadd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  PPrrooggrraamm  ooff   SSttuuddiieess,,  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rreeqquuii rreemmeennttss  hhaavvee  
cchhaannggeedd..    II  eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ooppttiioonnss  tthhaatt  eexxppaanndd  yyoouurr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll   eexxppeerriieennccee,,  aass  iinn  
iinntteerrnnsshhiippss,,  vvii rrttuuaall   iinntteerrnneett  ccoouurrsseess,,  aanndd  ccaarreeeerr  ppaatthhwwaayyss..  
  
MMyy  ppeerrssoonnaall   bbeesstt  wwiisshheess  ffoorr  aann  eennggaaggiinngg  ssuucccceessssffuull   sscchhooooll   yyeeaarr..  
  
  
SSiinncceerreellyy,,  
  
  
  
SStteevveenn  SS..  RRuussccii ttoo  
PPrriinncciippaall   
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Middletown High School’s 
Student Learning Expectations 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT  
Middletown High School is an educational community committed to providing the academic, 

civic, and social tools essential for the future success of our students. 
 
Academic 
 
SLE A-1: A Middletown High School graduate will effectively utilize literacy skills: 

reading analysis and interpretation, writing, listening, and speaking. 
 

1.01 The student demonstrates the ability to comprehend and interpret written 
information from a variety of genres.   

1.02 The student effectively communicates through the use of writing for a variety of 
purposes and audiences.   

1.03 The student is able to listen actively and critically for comprehension. 
1.04 The student speaks articulately and coherently for a variety of purposes and 

audiences. 
 
SLE A-2: A Middletown High School graduate will acquire, analyze, and evaluate 

information and ideas to effectively solve problems. 
 

2.01 The student draws logical, in-depth conclusions through analysis and synthesis of 
data and information.  

2.02 The student demonstrates and applies conceptual understandings of mathematical 
skills and concepts.   

2.03 The student uses scientific inquiry to investigate, plan and carry out a solution. 
2.04 The student applies scientific principles and appropriate solution strategies to real-

world situations.   
 
SLE A-3: A Middletown High School graduate will demonstrate technological literacy. 

 
3.01 The student utilizes technology tools and resources to organize, analyze and 

communicate information.  
3.02 The student effectively utilizes online information resources for collaboration, 

research, productivity and communication purposes.  
3.03 The student selects and applies appropriate technology tools to demonstrate 

evidence of learning, productivity and creativity 
 
SLE A-4: A Middletown High School graduate will demonstrate a critical 

understanding of aesthetics. 
 
        4.01 The student engages in self or group expression by creating original or 

interpreting works of art.   
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4.02  The student will observe and experience objects and ideas through a multitude of 
senses and form a sophisticated, informed response.   

4.03  The student effectively communicates in the language of art forms through the 
study and use of appropriate vocabulary, materials, tools, and techniques.  

 
SLE A-5: A Middletown High School graduate will be able to identify behaviors that 

are physically, mentally and emotionally healthy.  
 

5.01   The student identifies behaviors which they can enhance and maintain for their 
own physical health and well-being.  

5.02   The student will analyze and evaluate proper methods for achieving and 
maintaining mental and emotional health.  

 
Civic 
 
SLE C-1: A Middletown High School graduate will be able to demonstrate an 

understanding of local, national and global citizenship. 

1.01 The student will understand the responsibilities of each citizen to local, national, 
and global communities.  

1.02 The student will demonstrate an understanding of world cultures and their 
influence on society.  

 
Social 
 
SLE S-1 A Middletown High School graduate will understand and exhibit socially  
  responsible behaviors.  
 

 1.01 The student will demonstrate responsibility for his or her own actions, behaviors 
and academic success. 

 1.02 The student will demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively to achieve group 
goals and resolve issues.   

1.03 The student will demonstrate a personal sense of ethics that will include honesty, 
integrity and self-control. 

 
BBEELL II EEFFSS  

 
To support our Mission we believe that… 

� All students can achieve high standards. 

� Change involves risk and commitment and is a process that must be continually 
supported. 

� The school, parents, students, business and community are responsible for working 
together as partners in education and participants in decision-making. 

� The school is a safe, caring environment that supports learning. 
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� Our school prepares students to be lifelong learners. 

� Effective education is student-centered and allows for more than one path to success. 

� We must employ excellence in all we do. 
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GGeenneerr aall   II nnffoorr mmaatt iioonn  
  

This Program of Studies Booklet is designed to present an overview of programs, courses and 
sequencing.  Budget and scheduling restrictions may impact course offerings with little notice.  
Additional information about any course may be obtained through conference with directors, 
counselors, and teachers.  If questions arise, or if you need information not provided herein, 
please contact the school at 846-7250. 

  
  

SS tt aa nn dd aa rr dd ss ,,   AA ss ss eess ss mm ee nn tt   aa nn dd   AA cc cc oo uu nn tt aa bb ii ll ii tt yy   
 
 
Middletown High School’s curriculum is designed to support the needs of all learners, being 
cognizant that our graduates must possess those skills needed to achieve in an environment that 
continues to evolve.  This requires having high expectations for all students (STANDARDS), 
appropriate evaluation instruments in place to ensure that they are meeting high standards 
(ASSESSMENT) and tangible data about how students and schools are performing against these 
standards (ACCOUNTABILITY). 
 
We recognize the need to deliver a program of studies that is aligned to standards, is progressive, 
and mindful of state and federal reform mandates.  The process requires that we analyze 
information from multiple sources, one being the State Assessment Program, and index our 
teaching and learning methodology against the guiding principles of our accreditation agency, 
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).  Test results will serve as 
benchmarks for our school improvement plans.  Our expectation is to demonstrate Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP), in closing proficiency gaps across student groups.   
 
Parental involvement and student achievement have always been linked, and with that 
understanding we encourage parents and the community to engage in our conversation about the 
education of our students. 
 
Graduation proficiency is defined as competencies in content core subjects, and across the 
applied learning constructs of Research, Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, 
and Reflect and Evaluation of work completed. 
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PP rr oo ff ii cc ii ee nn cc yy   BB aa ss ee dd   GG rr aa dd uu aa tt ii oo nn   RR ee qq uu ii rr ee mm ee nn tt ss   
 

CORE AND 
CONTENT 

KNOWLEDGE 

EXHIBITION PROFICIENCY 
IN APPLIED 

LEARNING & 
SLE’S 

STATE 
ASSESSMENT 

COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

� English (4 
years) 

� Mathematics  
(3/4 years) 

� Science (3 
years) 

� Social 
Studies  

      (3 years) 
� PE (4 

semesters) 
� Art or Music  

(1 semester) 
 

Meet or exceed 
standards on a 
Capstone 
Project 

Meet or exceed 
Portfolio 
Standards as 
demonstrating 
competency 
across Applied 
Learning 
Standards and 
Student 
expectation for 
Learning SLEs 
on Page 4 

Meet or exceed 
Standard on 
Rhode Island 
grade 11 state 
tests. 

20 hours 
(Should be 
completed by 
end of  
sophomore year) 

  
 
Beginning with the class of 2008, the Department of Education made changes to the graduation 
requirements to include demonstration of proficiency based learning.  Proficiency may be 
defined differently across curriculums.  The development of Rhode Island’s Grade Span 
Expectations (GSE’s) was the first and foremost critical step toward clarifying what is intended 
by proficiency.  The Regents’ Regulations for High Schools require that schools restructure their 
programs to focus on preparing all students to be ready for post secondary choices whether it is 
college, technical school, or the workplace by providing educational experiences for all students 
centered on a rigorous and relevant curriculum. 
 
In addition to earning a diploma, students may earn a Certificate of Initial Mastery (CIM) 
through Rhode Island College.  To achieve a CIM, a student must meet or exceed standard in the 
following categories: 

♦ State Reference Exams in English/Language Arts and Mathematics 
♦ English/Language Arts: 

o Two on-demand tasks, one extended task 
♦ Mathematics: 

o Two on-demand tasks, one extended task 
♦ Work Habits: 

o Three evaluations of responsibility and ability to work in teams. 
♦ Capstone Project: 

o Applied Learning and content standards from at least one content area. 
o Journal/timeline of progress. 
o Oral Presentation of project to a panel of judges. 
o Completed by an individual, not in teams. 
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o Reflective Narrative Essay reflecting upon the entire Capstone experience. 
A Capstone Project is based on student choice, research and problem solving.  Through their 
project students demonstrate they have met both applied learning standards and content 
standards. There are four applied learning standards that must be met in the Capstone Project. 
These are: 
 

1. Problem solving (A1) - This applied learning standard is the core of the Capstone 
Project and students must choose one of the following problem-solving standards for 
the basis of their project: 

� A1a Designing a product, service or system – Identify needs that could be 
met by new products, services, or systems and create solutions for meeting 
them; 

� A1b Improving a system – Develop an understanding of the way systems of 
people, machines, and processes work; trouble shoot problems in their 
operation and devise strategies for improving their effectiveness; or 

� A1c Planning and organizing an event or activity – Take responsibility for 
all aspects of planning and organizing an event or activity from concept to 
completion, making good use of the resources of people, time, money, 
materials and facilities.  This event must include content standards. 

2. Using communication tools and techniques (A2) 
3. Using information tools and techniques (A3) 
4. Applying self-management (A4) 

 
Students choose how to meet these standards through their Capstone Project.  In addition to the 
applied learning standards, students must also demonstrate competency in at least one content 
area.  
 
COURSE SELECTION 
 
Course selection is one of the most important commitments that students make each year.  It is 
imperative that careful consideration be given to the selection of courses. 
 
Students and families have great autonomy in selecting courses and are advised to seriously 
consider the recommendations of the high school staff when making choices.  Additionally, we 
recommend you question teachers, and seek guidance from counselors before making final 
selections.   
 
The master schedule is based on requests for specific courses.  The number of course requests 
determine whether particular courses actually run from year to year.  When selecting courses, 
consideration should be given to academic preparation, interest, future plans, and the knowledge 
that any request for specific teachers cannot be honored.   
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSES  
 
Withdrawals will be considered within 10 days of the start of class. 
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“If a student withdraws after the intraterm period of the first term of a course, the student will 
receive a “W-F” (Withdraw-Failure), unless; 

1. The course is dropped with an approved program change. 
2. The student is passing the course at the time of withdrawal.  Students meeting 

requirements #1 and #2 will receive a “W-P” (Withdrawal Passing). 
3. Exceptions to the above must be approved by the principal. 

 
“W-F” has the equivalent effect of a grade of “F”, and will be recorded for the last term of 
enrollment as well as a final grade. 
 
“W-P” has no effect on the G.P.A., class rank, honor roll eligibility, or eligibility for extra-
curricular activities, and will be recorded for the last term of enrollment in the course as well as a 
final grade. 
 
ASSIGNMENT OF GRADE LEVEL  
 
To be classified as a sophomore a student must have successfully completed 6 credits. 
To be classified as a junior a student must have successfully completed 12 credits. 
To be classified as a senior a student must have successfully completed 17 credits. 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
24 Credits are required for 2010 graduation. 
 
The Program of Studies approved for Middletown High School requires that all students 
complete the following requirements to obtain a Middletown High School Diploma.   
 
* The Rhode Island Department of Education now requires graduation by proficiency.  We 
have elected students satisfy the requirement with the maintenance of electronic portfolio 
and a Capstone Project. 
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SUBJECT REQUIRED 
RECOMMENDED FOR 

COLLEGE 
English (includes: English 9, 
American Lit, World Lit, British 
Lit) 

4 years 4 Years 

Social Studies (includes World 
History, US History, 
Contemporary World/ 
Comparative Government) 

3 Years 3 Years 

Mathematics (includes Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II) 

3-4 Years 4 Years 

Science (includes Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology) 

3 Years 
3 Years 

(2 Laboratory Sciences) 
World Language  2/3  Years 
Art or Music 1 Semester/Proficiency 1 Semester 
Physical Education 4 Semesters 4 Semesters 
* Community Service Learning is a Middletown High School graduation requirement.   

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING  
 
Y.E.S. (Youth Engaged in Service) 
 
Service Learning is a form of experiential learning that enhances traditional modes of learning.  
Teachers use service-learning pedagogies to actively engage students in their own educations 
through experiential learning in course-related contexts, and foster life-long connections between 
students, their communities, and the world outside the classroom.  Service-learning experiences 
are reciprocally beneficial for both the community and the students. 
 
It is our belief that Community Service Learning is a valuable component of the learning 
process.  Specifically, Community Service Learning contributes to the maturing process of 
students.  Community Service Learning is an opportunity to enrich and apply classroom 
knowledge; develop occupational skills; develop civic and cultural literacy; improve citizenship; 
enhance personal growth and self-image; and foster a concern for social problems, which leads 
to a sense of social responsibility and commitment to public/human service. 
 
 
Program Objectives: 

• To provide an opportunity for the student to identify, develop and share their gifts and 
talents by providing service to others and meeting the needs of their community. 

• To raise the student’s awareness of community issues and to help them identify possible 
solutions while taking action to correct the problems. 

• To impress on the students the interconnectedness we experience as members of a 
community and the responsibilities we have in our families, neighborhoods, churches, 
schools, cities and nation. 
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• To challenge the student to see the connection between what they are learning in the 
classroom setting and how that information and experience has value in the way we live 
our everyday lives. 

 
CLASS RANK 
 
Class rank is determined at the end of Junior year and is cumulative from grade 9.  All students 
and all courses are included. Advanced Placement courses are given extra weight in the 
calculation.  (See note regarding AP Placement Program for additional information.)   
 
Transfer students will have their grades translated using the system stated above.  Senior 
transfers may elect the option of not having their previous grades converted into our system.  If 
this option is elected, the student will not be ranked within the senior class, nor will they be 
eligible for Middletown High School academic scholarships or awards.  School transcripts for 
grades 9-11 and a current 12th grade report card will be submitted when a transcript is requested. 
 
HONOR SOCIETIES 
 
National Honor Society - Membership in the National Honor Society is open to grade eleven 
and twelve students.  Students are considered for membership based on four criteria, academics 
(3.4 GPA), character, service and leadership. 
 
Rhode Island Honor Society – Membership in the Rhode Island Honor Society is open to 
graduating seniors based upon academics (3.3 GPA) and character. 
 
Middletown High School Honor Society – Membership in the Middletown High School Honor 
Society is open to graduating seniors with good citizenship and a cumulative GPA of 3.0. 
 
Foreign Language Honor Societies:  Students who meet the requirements of the French, or 
Spanish Honor Society are inducted in the fourth quarter of their third year of language studies at 
MHS. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM  
 
Advanced Placement Programs are offered in the areas of Art, Biology, Chemistry, English, 
Mathematics, History, World Language, and Geography.  These courses are equivalent to college 
courses.  Advanced Placement work involves significantly more time than the typical high 
school course. Students may spend approximately two hours a day in unsupervised, individual 
study for each hour of class time.  It is recommended that a student selecting Advanced 
Placement courses limit the choices to two (2) courses per year.   
 
NOTE:  To receive Advanced Placement designation on transcript, students are required 
to commit to taking the AP exam by October 1st.  Declaration is made by prepaying the 
exam fee. 
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CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT PROGRAM  
We offer dual courses in collaboration with the Community College of Rhode Island, Rhode 
Island College, The University of Rhode Island, and Salve Regina University.   These are 
identified as such in the course descriptions. 
 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM – credits .5 
In pursuit of Middletown High School’s mission and expectations for student learning, junior 
and senior class students have the unique opportunity to learn and apply valuable skills that they 
learn through the Middletown High School Internship Program.  Students will work 
independently with a business sponsor to attain academic credits and learn applicable skills while 
pursuing career objectives.  The student will assume a responsible role at a business site, 
observing, attaining, and applying newly acquired skills, while making connections to their 
school based education.  The student will then demonstrate the newly attained knowledge and/or 
skills by exhibition. 
 
The expected outcomes of this experience for students include: 

♦ Acquired new skills and knowledge 
♦ Increased exposure to various work roles and career choices 
♦ Career exploration 
♦ Understanding of the relationship between school-based learning and the work 

experience. 
♦ Personal growth and increased self-esteem as a result of meeting new interpersonal and 

intellectual challenges. 
 
VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL  
Virtual High School offers a catalog of full semester courses in the Art, Foreign Language, 
Language Arts, Life Skills, Math, Science, Social Studies, Technology and AP Study to students 
in VHS member schools.  Core courses are NCAA accredited. Visit the website at 
www.goVHS.org for the most recent offerings. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION   
  
Special education services are offered to students in grades 9 through 12, who have a current 
Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Middletown High School offers a spectrum of programs, 
services, and delivery options in addition to Occupational Therapy, Speech/Language Services, 
Physical Therapy, academic and behavioral interventions. 
 
SCHOOL-TO-CAREER  
Middletown High School is a comprehensive high school with a “school-to-career” focus.  
Middletown’s school-to-career initiatives continue throughout the four years of high school and 
will include the following: 
 
GRADES 9-10 CAREER EXPLORATION 
Beginning in the ninth grade, a structured broad-based approach to exploring career majors is 
introduced across various disciplines. 
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The ninth and tenth grade years are seen as a time of career exploration, as well as an 
opportunity to culminate activities and assessments leading to a Certificate of Initial Mastery 
(CIM) and identification of a career major.   
 
In the tenth grade students have the opportunity to revisit any or all of the career majors through 
 projects, job shadowing, school-based enterprises, internships and community service learning 
opportunities.  Work readiness skills are integrated into the curriculum and students are expected 
to complete their community service learning hours that may integrate a career related 
component. 
 
GRADES 11-12 CAREER PREPARATION 
Using the CIM as a gateway to a more focused career preparation strategy, students may embark 
upon a career major at this level.  Career majors will be broad and not job specific and the same 
rigorous academic content will be featured across the majors to ensure that all students will be 
equally prepared academically and have the option of post-secondary schooling or transferring 
from one major to another.  Career specific activities will provide students with skills and 
knowledge to continue preparation in that chosen field, and the opportunity to re-evaluate their 
career selection. 
 
Student experiences at the eleventh and twelfth grade levels will include core academics that 
meet the requirements for post-secondary education as well as career guidance and counseling 
that addresses options for post-secondary education, apprenticeships, and job opportunities.  
Articulation agreements with post-secondary institutions are currently being developed. 
 
Both the school-based and work-based components of the eleventh and twelfth grade experience 
will focus on those skills and competencies that will prepare students to successfully transfer into 
post-secondary and training programs. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in internships and youth apprenticeships leading 
to the awarding of industry-recognized skills certificates, as well as a diploma from Middletown 
High School. 
 
CAREER PATHWAYS 
A coherent sequence of courses or field of study that prepares a student for a first job and that; 
 

A) Integrates academic and occupational learning. Integrates school-based and work-based 
learning, and establishes linkages between secondary schools and post-secondary 
institutions. 

B) Prepares the student for employment in a broad occupational cluster or industry sector. 
C) Typically includes at least two years of secondary education and at least one or two years 

of post-secondary education. 
D) Provides the students, to the extent practicable, with strong experience in and 

understanding of all aspects of the industry the students are planning to enter. 
E) Results in the award of a high school diploma or its equivalent.  A certificate or diploma 

recognizing successful completion or one or two years of post-secondary education (if 
appropriate) and a skill certificate. 
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F) May lead to further education and training, such as entry into a registered apprenticeship 
program, or to admission to a two- or four- year college or university. 

 
We continue to develop four of the sixteen career pathways. Health Sciences, Robotics and 
Engineering, Education and Training (aspiring teachers), and Construction. 
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CAREER CLUSTER:  EDUCATION & TRAINING 
 

EDUCATION & TRAINING CAREER PATHWAY  
 

What is The Education & Training Career Cluster? 
This diverse Career Cluster prepares learners for careers in planning, managing, and 
providing education and training services, and related learning support services. 
 
EDUCATION & TRAINING CLUSTER PATHWAYS 

� Teaching & Training 
� Child Care and Teacher Aides 
� Administration & Administrative Support 
� Professional Support Services 

 
EDUCATION & TRAINING CLUSTER KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS 
  1. Academic Foundation 
  2. Communication 
  3. Problem Solving & Critical Thinking 
  4. Information Technology Applications 
  5. Systems 
  6. Safety, Health & Environment 
  7. Leadership & Teamwork 
  8. Ethic & Legal Responsibility 
  9. Employability & Career Development 
10. Technical Skills 
 
Overview: 
In addition to being knowledgeable in their subject, teachers and trainers must have the 
ability to communicate, inspire trust and confidence, and motivate learners, as well as 
understand their educational and emotional needs.  Teachers must be able to recognize and 
respond to individual differences in diverse learners, and employ different teaching and 
training methods that will result in higher learner achievement. 
 
Credentials: 
The Teaching & Training pathway employs some of the most highly educated workers in the 
labor force.  Most of these occupations require licensing or certification.  States have varying 
requirements.  Many states offer alternative credentialing programs.  Credentials include:  
Certified or Licensed Teacher, Certified Trainer, Child Development Association, National 
Board Certified Teachers. 
 
Employment Outlook: 
Job opportunities for teachers & trainers over the next 10 years is expected to be excellent, 
attributable mostly to the large number of these professionals expected to retire as well as 
general attrition. 
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PRE-ENGINEERING/ROBOTICS PATHWAY  
A student’s 4-year high school schedule with a concentration in Pre-
Engineering/Robotics would be designed similar to the following: 
 
GRADE NINE     GRADE 10 
Core Subjects Electives Core Subjects Electives 
PE/Health Art or Music PE/Health CIM Capstone 
English 9 World Language English 10 Art or Music 
Math  Math  
Science  Science  
World History  US History  
    
Curricular Activities   Curricular Activities   
Job Shadow 
experience 

 Job Shadow 
experience 

 

Community Service 
Learning 

 Community Service 
Learning 

 

    
GRADE ELEVEN  GRADE TWELVE  
Core Subjects Electives Core Subjects Electives 
PE/Health Technology PE/Health World Languages 
English 11 Science English 12 Science 
Math Art and Music Math Technology 
Science World Language Science Art or Music 
CWI/Comparative 
Government 

  Social Studies 

    
Curricular Activities   Curricular Activities   
CIM Capstone 
Preparation 

 CIM Capstone 
Presentation 

 

Pre-engineering 
Internship 

 Post secondary course 
work 

 

Community Service 
Learning 

 Community Service 
Learning 

 

Robotics team 
involvement 

 Robotics team 
involvement 

 

PSAT/SAT/ACT  SAT  
ACT  ACT  

 
The above course outline is simply that, “an outline” for students who wish to pursue a  
Pre-Engineering/Robotics career pathway. Each year, class schedules may be adjusted if the 
career objectives change. Competitive 4-year colleges and universities strongly recommend that 
students take the most challenging level within academic areas. 



   

 18 

HEALTH SCIENCE CAREER PATHWAY  
A student’s 4-year high school schedule with a concentration in Health Science would be 
designed similar to the following: 
 
GRADE NINE     GRADE 10 
Core Subjects Electives Core Subjects Electives 
PE/Health Art or Music PE/Health CIM Capstone 
English 9 World Language English 10 Art or Music 
Math  Math  
Science  Science  
World History  US History  
    
Curricular Activities   Curricular Activities   
Job Shadow 
experience 

 Job Shadow 
experience 

 

Community Service 
Learning 

 Community Service 
Learning 

 

    
GRADE ELEVEN  GRADE TWELVE  
Core Subjects Electives Core Subjects Electives 
PE/Health Technology PE/Health World Languages 
English 11 Science English 12 Science 
Math Art and Music Math Technology 
Science World Language Science Art or Music 
CWI/Comparative 
Government 

  Social Studies 

    
Curricular Activities   Curricular Activities   
CIM Capstone 
Preparation 

 CIM Capstone 
Presentation 

 

Health Science 
Internship 

 Post secondary course 
work 

 

Robotics team 
involvement 

 Community Service 
Learning 

 

PSAT/SAT/ACT  SAT/ACT  
 
 
The above course outline is simply that, “an outline” for a student who wishes to pursue a Health 
Science career pathway.  Class schedules may be adjusted if the career objective changes.  It is 
strongly recommended by most competitive 4-year colleges and universities to take the most 
challenging courses when at all possible.  
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CONSTRUCTION CAREER PATHWAY  
 
A student’s 4-year high school schedule with a concentration in Construction would be designed 
similar to the following: 
 
GRADE NINE     GRADE 10 
Core Subjects Electives Core Subjects Electives 
PE/Health Art or Music PE/Health Technology Elective 
English 9 World Language English 10 Woodworking I 
Math  Math Technical Drawing 
Science  Science Metals I 
World History  US History Capstone 
   Computer 
   Art or Music 
Curricular Activities   Curricular Activities   
Job Shadow 
experience 

 Job Shadow 
experience 

 

Community Service 
Learning 

 Community Service 
Learning 

 

    
GRADE ELEVEN  GRADE TWELVE  
Core Subjects Electives Core Subjects Electives 
PE/Health Technology Elective PE/Health World Languages 
English 11 Advanced Wood English 12 Science 
Math Advanced Metals Math Technology 
Science Accounting I Science Art or Music 
CWI/Comparative 
Government 

Marketing I  Social Studies 

 Art or Music  Computer 
 World Language   
Curricular Activities   Curricular Activities   
CIM Capstone 
Preparation 

 CIM Capstone 
Presentation 

 

Construction 
Internship 

 Post secondary course 
work 

 

Community Service 
Learning 

 Community Service 
Learning 

 

PSAT/SAT/ACT  SAT/ACT  
 
The above course outline is simply that, “an outline” for a student who wishes to pursue a 
Construction career pathway.  Class schedules may be adjusted if the career objective changes. It 
is strongly recommended by most competitive 4-year colleges and universities strongly 
recommend that students take the most challenging courses when at all possible. 
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NEWPORT AREA CAREER AND TECHNICAL CENTER  
 
 
NEWPORT AREA CAREER AND TECHNICAL CENTER  
 
The Newport Area Career and Technical Center (NACTC) offers vocational programs open to 
Middletown High School students. 
 

Programs 
 

 ‘Automotive Technology   Engineering Drawing and Design 
           Culinary Arts         Graphic Communications 
                      Cosmetology     
       Computer Information Processing 
 
Descriptions of each of these programs and application forms are available in the Guidance 
office or from NACTC directly at: 
 

NEWPORT AREA CAREER & TECHNICAL CENTER 
ROGERS HIGH SCHOOL 

NEWPORT, RI  02840 
849-3608 
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COUNSELING SERVICES 
 

Mission 
 

The Mission of the Middletown Public Schools’ School Counseling Department is to ensure that 
all students will acquire the educational, social, emotional and career planning skills necessary to 
become productive, responsible citizens and life-long learners in the 21st century.  Our program 
includes a full range of activities and services that align with the American School Counseling 
Standards. 

 
. 

AMERICAN SCHOOL COUNSELING STANDARDS 
 

ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT  
Standard A:  Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills that contribute to 
effective learning in school and across the life span. 
 
Standard B:  Students will complete the school academic preparation essential to choose from a 
wide range of substantial post-secondary options, including college. 
 
Standard C:  Students will understand the relationship of academics to the world of work and to 
life at home and in the community 
 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT  
Standard A:  Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to 
knowledge of self, and to make informed career decisions. 
 
Standard B:  Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals with success and 
satisfaction 
 
Standard C:  Students will understand the relationship between personal qualities, education, 
training and the world of work. 
 
PERSONAL/SOCIAL  
Standard A:  Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes and interpersonal skills to help 
them understand and respect self and others. 
 
Standard B:  Students will make decisions, set goals and take necessary action to achieve goals. 
 
Standard C:  Students will understand safety and survival skills. 
 
 
Upon entering, Middletown High School students are assigned a counselor who follows the 
student throughout his or her school career.
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Middletown High School Guidance—Scope & Sequence 

Month Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

September High School Transition 

Identifying your support team,  “Help us help 
you” survey, Small fish in a big pond, 
Responsibility 

(Done in groups) 

PSAT Prep. (Advisory) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSAT Prep (Advisory) 

 

Senior Planning Workshops 

Transcript/credit review 

Senior Review 

Essay Writing 

Interview/essay workshop 

Scheduling adjustments   →  → 

October “Making High School Count” Group 
Presentation  

Advice from former freshmen 

Survey results/discussion Study 

 Skills info to Advisory 

PSAT Administration PSAT Administration SAT/ACT Administration 

College representatives 

Completing college applications 

November Report card review/focus groups/goal 
setting 

At-Risk group, grade 9-R 

Report card review 

 

Junior planning calendar 

Informational letter 

SAT Administration 

College application processing 

Report card review Report card review 

Diploma Plus referrals 

December Course selections-transcript review, g.p.a., 
rank, connection to future goals 

At risk group cont. 

PSAT Interpretation 

Small groups in Career Center  

PSAT Interpretation 

Small groups in Career Center  

ASVAB 

ACT Administration 

ASVAB 

College application processing 

Financial Aid Information Night 

January Preparing for Mid-year exams (Advisory) 

NACTC Program Presentation 

At risk group cont. 

Course selection workshops 

-transcript review, g.p.a., rank, connection 
to future goals 

NACTC Program Presentation 

Course selection workshops 

-transcript review, g.p.a., rank,  

connection to future goals 

College/scholarship applications 

Financial Aid Assistance 

FAFSA/CSS Profile Completion 

February Eighth grade scheduling workshops by 
Cluster and small groups at Gaudet 

Course selections in computer lab 

Report card review Report card review 

SAT Preparation in small groups 

in Career Center 

Report card review/Warning letters 
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Month Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

March Report card review Four-Year Plan follow-up State Testing 

College Planning Night w/ College 
Planning Center 

College search workshops 

 

April *Grade 8-9 Shadow Program 

Four-Year Plan development  

 Resume writing w/ English classes 

Recommendation requests 

 

Review Senior Plan 

2nd round of senior warning letters 

Meet with seniors in danger 

May Finalize next year’s schedules Finalize schedules Finalize schedules 

College Application Workshop 

 

June Credit Review Credit Review Credit Review 

SAT Administration 

 

GRADUATION! 

ONGOING Referrals:  Special Education, Project 
Success, ALP, Mental Health 

IEP/Staffing Meetings 

Crisis Management 

Conflict Resolution: Student-student, 
Family, Teacher 

 Family, Teacher-teacher 

Schedule adjustments 

Individual appointments 

Parental contact 

Consultation/Collaboration 

New student registration/Transition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*under development 

  

Lesson plans and protocol will be provided in a timely manner prior to each lesson 
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                                             Guidance Counselor_________________________________ 
MIDDLETOWN HIGH SCHOOL 

FOUR-YEAR PLAN/GOAL WORKSHEET 
Name:____________________________________________  Graduation Year: ____________________Date:_______________________________ 
Career Goal(s)/ Major:___________________________________   Post Secondary Education/College Choice(s): ___________________________ 
The following are the minimum graduation requirements of Middletown High School. (1 credits is earned for each year long course passed and .5 credits are 
earned for each semester course passed.  No credit is given for lunch or advisory. 
                                            Suggested  for College  
ENGLISH            4 years             PHY. ED.         4 semesters                 College bound students should schedule a                 ENGLISH        4 YEARS    
MATH                  3/4 years          (one semester each year (RI Law))          minimum of four academic classes per year.             MATH              4 YEARS 
SCIENCE             3 years                                                                           Academic units include English, math, science,       SCIENCE         3-4 YEARS 
SOC. STUDIES   3 year              ART OR MUSIC  1 semester              social studies, history, and world languages             SOC.STU/               
                                                       ELECTIVES  3.5 credits                     courses.                        HISTORY         3-4 YEARS 
                                                       CAPSTONE PROJECT                                             WORLD LANG.    2-4 YEARS 
COMMUNITY SERVICE   20 HOURS     Portfolio                                              

MINIMUM TOTAL CREDITS NECESSARY FOR GRADUATION  =24 
                FRESHMAN                 SOPHOMORE                       JUNIOR                   SENIOR 
1. ENGLISH 
 

1. ENGLISH 1. ENGLISH 1. ENGLISH 

2. MATH 
 

2. MATH 2. MATH 2. MATH EQUIVELENT  

3. SCIENCE 
 

3. SCIENCE 3. SCIENCE 3. 

4. ADVISORY  4. ADVISORY 4. ADVISORY 4. ADVISORY 
5. SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

5. US HISTORY 5. US HISTORY 5. 

6.PE/HEALTH 
GRADE 9 
 

 6. PE/HEALTH 
GRADE 10 

 6. PE/HEALTH 
GRADE 11 

 6. PE/HEALTH 
GRADE 12 

 

7.  
 

7. 7. 7. 

8. 
 

8. 8. 8. 

 
 

 CAPSTONE PROJECT  

 20 HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 
COMPLETED BY END OF GRADE 10 

  

 Total credits/year:    Total credits/year: Total credits/year: Total credits/year: 
NOTE:  This is not the order in which your classes will actually appear on your schedule 
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Standards: 
 
The Rhode Island Arts Standards were developed to ensure a quality arts education for all 
students.  There are five standards which are common to all the arts. 

1. CREATION/PERFORMANCE  – All students will engage in self or group 
expression by creating original or interpreting works of art. 

2. PERCEPTION – All students will observe and experience objects and ideas through 
a multitude of senses and form a sophisticated, informed response. 

3. CONTEXT  – All students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationships 
within personal, social, cultural, and historical contexts. 

4. TOOLS – All students will develop the ability to communicate in the language of 
arts forms through the study and use of appropriate vocabulary, materials, tools, and 
techniques. 

5. INTEGRATION  – All students relate arts knowledge and skills within and across 
the arts and other content areas.  

 
The arts teach divergent rather than convergent thinking.  The arts ask students to come up with 
different, rather than similar solutions.  Unlike many other subjects that students study, the arts 
usually do not demand one correct response.  For every problem there may be many correct 
answers.  This type of explorative learning does not mean that quality and expertise in art 
production and performance is ignored.  This kind of reasoning is far more the call in the real 
world, where there are many ways to do one thing well.  An effective work force needs many 
skills and kinds of reasoning. 
 
The arts and music departments offer a variety of courses.  Both disciplines follow the Rhode 
Island Arts Standards of creation and performance, perception, context, tools, and integration.  
These standards provide a framework for setting challenging and measurable achievements in the 
arts. 
 
In the visual arts, most courses are open to all students at any grade level.  Advanced courses 
require students to develop a body of work of individual interest and challenge.  Students 
seriously interested in a career in the arts should consider Advanced Placement Studio Art. 
 
The music program is for both the novice and advanced musician.  Guitar, Piano, and Computer- 
Assisted Electronic Music course offerings encourage those students with limited music skills to 
become active participatory musicians.  Middletown High School has both band and chorus 
programs.  These outstanding performing groups demand a commitment from participating 
students.  Those students seriously interested in a career in music are encouraged to take music 
theory course offerings. 
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ART 

 
Photography I 
Grades 10-12 

 
Visual Design 
Grades 9-12 

 
Drawing I 
Grade 9-12 

 
Painting I 

Grades 9-12 
 

 
Ceramics I 
Grades 9-12 

3D Dimensional 
Design 

Grades 9-12 

 
Advanced Drawing 

and Painting 
Grades 10-12 

A.P. Studio Art 

 
Advanced 
 Ceramics 

Grades 10-12 

 
Advanced 

Photography 
Grades 11-12 

 
Commercial Design 

Grades 9-12 
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Drawing I - half year - credits: .5 
Drawing 1 is a studio course that explores drawing from life and building technical drawing 
skills based on the elements and principals of art, design and the history and aesthetics of 
drawing. Through the study of recognized artists, types of media that will be explored will 
include; sketching, drawing on collaged backgrounds, writing about art, developing art 
vocabulary, using technology in art, contour line drawing, gesture drawing, portraiture, 
landscape, adding color to drawings, pen and ink, charcoal, colored chalk as well as conte 
crayon. (9,10,11,12)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painting I - half year - credits: .5 
Painting 1 is a studio course that explores painting from life and building technical painting and 
illustration skills based on the elements and principals of art, design and color. Through the study 
of recognized artists and genres, the history and aesthetics of painting will be incorporated within 
the exploration of visual thinking skills, technology and media used. Writing about painting, 
painting from life, learning about the processes of color, and building technical ability in the 
genera of painting with acrylics, watercolors, mixed media , critique and painting with inks are 
all incorporated into this course.  (9,10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ceramics - half year - credits: .5 
This is a basic course in hand-building methods including pinch, coil, and slab techniques.  
Emphasis will be on the development of form and its relationship to functional and non-
functional objects.  Historical, multi-cultural and aesthetic aspects of the importance of ceramics 
to societies throughout the ages will be explored.  Creative and flexible thinking will be 
encouraged through the production of objects and vessels in clay. (9,10,11,12)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:   A1:Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – 
research and problem solving 
Secondary:   A3: Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, C2: 
Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Photography - half year - credits: .5 
In this foundation course, students will explore the art of photography.  Students will develop an 
understanding of how the camera works, basic darkroom procedures, photographic composition, 
and historical, social, and contemporary issues in photography.  (10, 11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commercial Design  – half year – .5 credits 
Commercial Design is a studio course which incorporates and mixes traditional media and non-
traditional technology-integrated design methods to create original and non-traditional graphic 
design artwork.  PaintShop Pro, graphic arts software, web design software, digital scanning, 
digital camera usage will all be combined with the more traditional medias of calligraphy, 
illustration with watercolors, and bookmaking techniques. Students will create logos, 
advertisements, pamphlets, graphic inserts and other design projects related to the business of 
graphic and commercial design.  They will combine these technology tools with traditional art 
and design methods to create original works. (9,10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visual Design – half  year – .5 credits 
Want to know how contemporary artists create works of art?  In this course, students will 
develop technical skills and will be encouraged to develop individual expression in both two-
dimensional and three-dimensional projects.  Students may use a variety of media, such as 
colored pencil, collage, mixed media, wire, metals, painting media, found objects, paper-mache, 
etc. in their approach to creative design problems.  Students will have the opportunity to explore 
contemporary, historical, personal and aesthetic issues in the context of their own artwork.  (9, 
10, 11, 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three-Dimensional Design - half year - credits: .5 
Three-Dimensional Design is a studio course that gives students the opportunity to create, plan, 
document and design three dimensional forms in art based on the elements and principals of art 
and design.  Non-representational art work, representational sculpture, art work and forms 
created from man-made and natural collections will be explored in this course.  Project materials 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4:Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information-research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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will include paper mache, paper, cardboard, sculptural found items, recycled materials, wire, and 
other donated goods.  (9, 10, 11, 12). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Drawing and Painting – half year – credits .5 
Advanced drawing and painting is a studio course that will afford the student the opportunity to 
pursue advanced explorations of various two-dimensional design concepts based on the elements 
and principals of art and design. Drawing and painting from life, figure drawing, expressive 
color theory, advanced compositions, Expressive portraiture, landscape, interiors and the still-life 
will all be explored in relation to the study of recognized artists and genres. Projects using a 
variety of media materials like charcoal, oil pastel, chalk, pen and ink, oil, watercolor and acrylic 
paints will be investigated which will incorporate drawing, painting, and illustration. 
(10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Ceramics - half year - credits: .5 
Advanced Ceramics builds upon the variety of techniques and skills to further explore the 
concepts established in ceramics.  Emphasis on hand-building and wheel-thrown forms will 
strengthen personal expression.  Individual solutions to design problems with emphasis on 
experimentation and critical analysis will help enhance creativity and strengthen understanding 
of 3-dimensional form.  (10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Photography - half year - credits: .5 
NOTE:  May be retaken with permission of instructor and Director.   
This course builds upon Photography I to refine and expand photographic vision and technical 
skills.  Advanced techniques, both with the camera and in the darkroom will be introduced.  
Students will study the works of other photographers on the photographic image as an art form.  
Portfolio development and career opportunities will be addressed in this advanced photography 
course.  (10,11,12)   
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Advanced Placement Studio Art - full year - credits: 1  
AP Studio Art is a challenging college-level class designed by the College Board.  AP Studio 
Art is designed for art students who are seriously interested in the practice of art.  Students 
should be aware that Advanced Placement coursework involves significantly more time than 
the typical high school art course, and that the program is not for the casually interested.  
Students will continue to develop, create, and perfect their art and slide portfolios during this 
year-long process.  The Advanced Placement Art Program includes an in-depth study of the 
historical and aesthetical aspects of the arts, as well as a rich integration of technology within 
the arts.  Only students who have established a record of high achievement in art are admitted 
to this course.  This class utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that correlate to the 
standards and expectations established by the College Board for Advanced Placement study 
in this discipline.  A direct goal of this course is to help ensure success on the Advanced 
Placement Exam given in May.   This exam may lead to college credit. 
 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOW ING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: 
Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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      Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Band 
Grades 9-12 

Chorus 
Grades 9-12 

Choral Ensemble 
Grades 9-12 

Music Theory 
Grades 10-12 

Guitar 
Grades 9-12 

Piano 
Grades 9-12 

Music Theory II 
Grades 10-12 

Music Theory II 
Grades 10-12 

Guitar II 
Grades 9-12 

Electronic Music 
Grades 9-12 
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Note:  Several classes within the Music Department require students to commit to both out 
of school rehearsals and performances 

 
MHS Band - full year - credits: 1 
Concert Band is open to all students with prior instrumental experience.  Students will develop 
instrumental ensemble performance skills while being introduced to a varied repertoire.  Concert 
Band students are taught the fundamentals of good ensemble playing such as posture, dynamics, 
intonation, phrasing, balance, tone, articulation, and musicality.  Members of the concert band 
are expected to practice daily, attend all rehearsals and performances and show continuous 
improvements throughout the year.  This course is performance oriented.  Performances are the 
final outcome of the student’s in-school instruction.  Therefore all performances are mandatory 
and are a large percentage of the students’ grade.  We believe that successful completion of a 
middle school band program is an essential foundation for those electing this course. (9, 10, 11, 
12)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MHS Chorus -  full year - credits: 1 
A varied repertoire of choral music will be introduced and studied throughout the school year.  
Students will develop choral techniques and skills such as breath support, intonation, phrasing, 
proper posture, tonal production and placement, balance, dynamics, diction, sight singing and 
musicality.  Members of the Chorus are expected to practice daily, attend all rehearsals and 
performances and show continuous improvements throughout the year.  This course is 
performance oriented.   Performances are the final outcome of the student’s in-school instruction.  
Therefore all performances are mandatory and are a large percentage of the students’ grade.  
Participation in chorus will be made on an elective/selective basis.  We believe that successful 
completion of a middle school chorus program is an essential foundation for those electing this 
course. (9, 10, 11, 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choral Ensemble –full year – credits: 1 – (students must be auditioned) 
Select choir is for students who have advanced singing ability.  Students will be auditioned to 
enter this class.  The course provides each student with an opportunity to study and perform a 
variety of challenging literature.  This course will also allow students to further develop and 
make more efficient use of their vocal instrument.  Students will further develop the four basic 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, S2: Demonstrate Teamwork Skills 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, 
S2:Demonstrate teamwork skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A5: Physical, mental & 
emotional health 
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principles of singing; respiration, phonation, resonance, and articulation as well as continued 
study of basic vocal production and musical interpretation.  This course is performance oriented.  
Performances are the final outcome of the student’s in-school instruction.  Therefore all 
performances are mandatory and are a large percentage of the students’ grade.  Students must 
learn the chorus repertoire as well and perform with the MHS Chorus.  We believe that 
successful completion of a middle school chorus program is an essential foundation for those 
electing this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guitar - half year - credits: .5 
This class will introduce the students to beginning guitar instruction.  The course will cover 
tuning, playing simple melodies, primary chords and ensemble experience.  Students will also 
gain knowledge of reading and understanding musical notation.  This course is limited to 12 
students.  This activity-oriented course is for the student who lacks a formal background in 
applied music study. No experience necessary.  (9,10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Piano - half year - credits: .5 
Note:  May be retaken with the permission of the instructor and Director. 
This class is an introductory course teaching student’s basic piano technique.  Students will learn 
all about the keyboard and to read music.  Students will become familiar with the piano keyboard 
by playing a variety of finger exercises, chord exercises, and many songs.  This activity-oriented 
course is for the student who lacks formal background in applied music study. No experience 
necessary.  (9,10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electronic Music – half year – credits: .5 
This course offering is a “hands-on” studio course designed for students with little or no 
experience in music. Students become familiar with the basic components (synthesizers, 
amplifiers, reel-to-reel recorders, and other recording equipment) of the electronic lab.  Through 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S2: 
Demonstrate teamwork skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S2: 
Demonstrate teamwork skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health 
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the use of this equipment, students will learn to improvise and create their own electronic 
composition.   No experience necessary.  (9,10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guitar II – half year – credits: .5 
This course will help students improve their playing skills on the guitar by learning more 
complex rhythms and chordal accompaniments as well as playing melody and mixed 
harmony/melody lines. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to perform and 
accompany themselves and perform as  part of a group. This activity-oriented course is for the 
student who has learned the basics of music reading and guitar and wish to advance and hone 
their skills. We believe that successful completion of Guitar I is an essential foundation for those 
selecting this course. (9,10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music Theory  -  full year - credits: 1 
This class is open to all students who have a desire to learn about the basic elements of music 
writing. Class work will be reinforced by use of various computer programs.  This course is 
strongly recommended for all vocal and instrumental students.  (10,11,12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music Theory II - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe successful completion of Music Theory I is an essential foundation for those 
electing this course. 
 
In Music Theory II, the main emphasis is placed upon using materials learned in the first year 
course through the process of musical composition.  Students will start with exercises in two-part 
counterpoint.  As the student gains more skill, progression on three-part counterpoint is made.  
Analysis of various music examples will be studied and listened to in class.  The canon and other 
imitative styles will be written and studied by each of the students.  Various computer programs 
will be used to reinforce class work.  (10,11,12)   
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A5: 
Physical, mental & emotional health, C2: Personal ethics  
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A: Literacy Skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2 :Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A2: Acquire information – 
research and problem solving, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A4: Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, A2: Acquire information – 
research and problem solving, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health 
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Standards: 
 
Applied Learning Standards 
A1 - PROBLEM SOLVING – The student 
organizes and conducts a process to create 
intellectual or physical products, hold an event, 
conduct a process, or otherwise move towards the 
solution of an identified issue or problem. 
A2 – COMMUNICATION – The student 
questions, informs, and learns from others. 
A3 – RESEARCH – The student uses information 
tools and technology to learn and deepen his or her 
understanding about a topic or area of interest. 
A4 – REFLECTION AND EVALUATION – The 
student reviews past activity and thinks critically 
about past activities and plans for the future.  The 
student thinks critically about a completed activity 
or project and uses insights based on the review to 
change planned activities. 
A5 – CRITICAL THINKING – The student 
detects incompleteness, inconsistency, and 
opportunities for expansion of ideas, products, 
procedures, etc. and formulates core questions and 
assertions about topics or areas of interest. 

 

National Career Development Standards 
Self-Knowledge 
Educational and Occupational Exploration 
Career Planning 
 

 
Career Education provides all Middletown High School students with the opportunity to 
investigate careers and develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for them to pursue 
college programs or to succeed in the workforce. 
 
The National Standards for Business Education, and the Industry and Standards for Technology 
Education are providing the foundation to redefine the courses we offer. 
 
The content area of all Career Education courses provides a foundation for success for all 
students no matter what their ultimate goals in life may be.  The teachers have developed tasks 
and standards-based units that include content, applied learning, and other performance 
standards—English Language Arts, ISTE (Computer Technology), Math, Science, Health, etc.  
Career-based applications based on standards will help students attain high standards, improve 
individual achievement, and provide them with a perspective to connect classroom instruction 
with the world of work. 
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Career Education 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Accounting II 
Grades 11-12 

You and the Law 
Grades 10-12 

Entrepreneurship 
Grades 11 - 12 

Accounting I 
Grades 10 - 12 

Marketing I 
Grades 10 - 12 
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Entrepreneurship - full year - credits: 1 
Note: We believe that satisfactory completion of Accounting I or Marketing I with a credit grade 
of “C” or better is an essential foundation for students electing this class.    
 
Students will learn to be job creators, not just job applicants.  Students will be introduced to the 
community and workplaces to see and seize opportunities to either develop a business or pursue 
a career with an employer. 
 
Students will explore the realities and rewards of small business ownership by: 

� Assessing their personal strengths, abilities, and goals; 
� Analyzing the local community; 
� Identifying business ideas that meet local needs; 
� Researching and writing business plans for a chosen venture 

 
Since the classroom is experiential, it is important that the student have prior business education 
knowledge.  Students will learn by undertaking and reflecting upon activities that are essential to 
the completion of their business plan and the eventual running of their own business.  Students 
will participate in a wide range of group activities designed to build small business skills and 
knowledge, and develop critical thinking and life skills.  Middletown, as well as surrounding 
communities, will serve as the laboratory for the class.  Students interested in pursuing business 
as a career path will be given enrollment preference.   (11, 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
Marketing I - full year - credits: 1  
Marketing I is the study of marketing and retail careers at the employee level of business. Course 
topics include: career planning and pre-employment; economics; marketing human resources; 
selling; advertising and promotion; business distribution; buying and pricing merchandise; and 
product planning.  Job-shadowing opportunities can be arranged.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
You and the Law - full year - credits: 1 
This course will survey the nature of the law, judicial procedures, and the possible legal 
outcomes.  Concepts in business, civil, and criminal law will be covered to provide students with 
a thorough understanding of their individual rights and responsibilities.  Guest speakers and field 
trips will be incorporated where appropriate.  Job-shadowing opportunities can be arranged.  (10, 
11, 12) 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary: A4: Understanding of Aesthetics  
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary: A4: Understanding of Aesthetics  
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
 



                                                                                                       

- 38 -                                                                            

Accounting I - full year - credits: 1 
Accounting I introduces students to basic accounting concepts for single proprietorship and 
partnership forms of business ownership.  Students will learn to use journals, the general ledger, 
and subsidiary ledgers.  Other areas covered are accounts payable, accounts receivable, checking 
account management, petty cash, and payroll accounting.  Students will learn to make end-of-
period adjustments and prepare financial statements.  In addition, basic concepts of automated 
accounting will be introduced throughout the course and students will have hands-on experience 
using accounting software.  NBEA Standards, Applied Learning Standards (problem solving and 
critical thinking) and technology standards are addressed.  Job-shadowing opportunities can be 
arranged.  (10, 11, 12).  Students who complete this course with a “C” or better are eligible to 
obtain 3 college credits from CCRI. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Accounting II - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe successful completion of Accounting I is an essential foundation for those 
electing this course. 
 
Accounting II introduces students to the basic accounting concepts used in a corporation.  Some 
of the areas covered are: special journals, accounting for plant assets and depreciation, inventory 
accounting, notes & interest, accrued revenue and expenses, distribution of dividends and end-
of-fiscal period accounting for a corporation.  Concepts of automated accounting are presented 
throughout the course as well as the use of accounting software.  NBEA Standards, Applied 
Learning Standards (problem solving and critical thinking) and technology standards are 
addressed in this class.  Job-shadowing opportunities can be arranged.  (11, 12)  Students who 
complete this course with a C or better are eligible to obtain college credit from CCRI. 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, C2: Personal ethics 
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Drawing II  

Grades 10 -12 

 
C.A.D. B 

Grades 10-12 

Fabrication 
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Woodworking 
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Woodworking I 
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Grades 10 - 12 

Architectural 
Drawing I 

Grades 10 - 12 

Home Repair 
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Maintenance 
Grades 9 - 12 
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Technology    
 
Fabrication Technology A - half year - credits: .5  
This course introduces students to the processes of metal fabrication.  Some of the learning 
experiences in this course are: reading and drawing basic blueprints, welding, brazing, foundry, 
and sheet metal.  Knowledge acquired may assist with the Capstone requirement in the area of 
“Designing a Product.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to Computer Aided Design (C.A.D.) - half year - credits: .5 
Learn to design your world.  In this course you will use a C.A.D. drawing program.  This 
experience provides a combination of pre-engineering design concepts with a focus on the 
hands-on learning experiences.  This course requires students to illustrate a product using the 
C.A.D. design software.  Students will study the Alphabet of Lines, practice reading blueprints 
and develop a set of working drawings for a project.  Knowledge acquired may assist with the 
Capstone requirement in the area of “Designing a Product.”  (9, 10, 11, 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Woodworking I - half year - credits: .5 
Have you ever thought about making something but didn’t know how?  Well, this might be the 
course for you.  This introductory course in woodworking is designed for students with little or 
no previous experience in material processing.  All students will be encouraged to design and 
plan a project of their own choosing.  With an eye toward conservation and correct material 
separation and combining techniques, participants will learn wood joinery techniques with an 
emphasis on safe power tool proficiency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2:Acquire information – research and problem solving , A4: Understanding of 
Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2:Acquire information – research and problem solving , A4: Understanding of 
Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOW ING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: Technology Literature, A4: 
Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility 
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Robotics Research & Development - half year - credits: .5 
Through the use of the LEGO Mindstorm construction system, students will build autonomous 
mobile robots and program their controllers to perform assigned tasks.  The academic emphasis 
of this class is on problem solving skills.  Students will engage in design challenges to learn the 
basics about the construction of robots and the programming of their behaviors.  They will learn 
about mechanical engineering principles and write programs using the Robolab software 
package.  Students will be introduced to visual programming concepts and design programs 
containing loops, decision-making capabilities, inputs, outputs, and variables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Home Repair and Maintenance – half year – credits .5 
This is an entry-level course designed to provide future homeowners and occupants with an 
introduction to a safe, environmentally responsible living environment.  Students will study 
installation procedures and maintenance techniques used in a variety of residential properties.  
Topics included will be: alternative energy investigations, light carpentry (framing basics, 
sheathing coverings, and furniture repair), electrical repair and replacement, plumbing basics, 
residential hardware, finishing systems (interior and exterior), yard care and lawn maintenance 
and lawn equipment maintenance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fabrication Technology B - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Fabrication Technology A is an essential 
foundation for those electing this course.  With a “C” or better or permission from the teacher, 
the course may be repeated for additional credit. 
  
Students gain real world experience by performing repair work and fabrication of metal products 
to support the needs of such industries as General Dynamics, Automobile repair/salvage, ship 
fitting, and welding.  The Metal Fabrication and Welding program provides student with skills 
such as oxy-acetylene cutting and welding, shielded metal arc welding (stick), gas metal  
welding (mig), and plasma cutting.  The program seeks to meet the many needs of our students 
by stressing creativity, self motivation, and pride in workmanship within a structured curriculum.  
The program maintains strong relationships with industry and secondary education to stay 
current with trends in technology and the industry.   (10, 11, 12)   
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary: A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: Technology Literacy, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibilities, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2:Acquire information – research and problem solving , A4: Understanding of 
Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Advanced Woodworking - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Woodworking I is an essential foundation for 
those electing this course.   
 
Applied Learning Standards in action!  Students will be allowed to enroll in a course of 
independent study of woodworking techniques.  Students will be expected to master fine 
woodworking skills - advanced techniques such as dovetail joinery, wood laminating, Formica 
work, etc. - in accordance with teacher assistance in their selected woodworking medium.  The 
students will assist in demonstrations of machine operations and techniques for those unfamiliar 
with these processes.  Job-shadowing opportunities or internships for juniors and seniors can be 
arranged (10,11,12)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Architectural Drawing I - half year - credits: .5 
This course is designed for a first study in architectural drafting and design.  It includes the basic 
techniques and procedures used in preparing architectural floor plans and structural details. 
Students will also work with AutoCAD Lt., AutoCAD 13, AutoCAD 14 and RoboCAD 20.  Job-
shadowing opportunities can be arranged.  (10, 11, 12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Computer Aided Design B - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Introduction to Computer Aided Design is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.  With the permission of the teacher and/or the 
Director, the course may be repeated for additional credit. 
 
Students learn how engineers and technicians use math, science, and technology in the problem-
solving process.  Students take a leadership role in experimenting with models, using 
measurement tools such as scales, Vernier calipers, micrometers, and outside and inside Calipers.  
Students research design, redesigns, and presents their products.  Knowledge acquired may assist 
with the Capstone requirement in the area of “Designing a Product.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: Technology Literature, A4: 
Understanding of Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2:Acquire information – research and problem solving , A4: Understanding of 
Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2:Acquire information – research and problem solving , A4: Understanding of 
Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Architectural Drawing II - full year - credits: 1  
Note: We believe that successful completion of Architectural Drawing I is an essential 
foundation for those electing this course.  With the permission of the teacher and/or the Director, 
the course may be repeated for additional credit. 
 
Students in Advanced Architectural Drawing will design a vacation home.  This home will have 
a kitchen, living/dining, bath/laundry, entry hall stairs, covered entry, and exterior deck.  They 
will present their work to other classmates, other teachers and people from the industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2:Acquire information – research and problem solving , A4: Understanding of 
Aesthetics 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A5: Physical, mental & emotional 
health, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 



                                                                                                       

- 44 -                                                                            

 

Computer Science 
 

 

 

JAVA 
Programming 

Web 
Development 

Advanced Web 
Development  

Operating 
Systems & 
Hardware 
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Standards:  

 
1. Creativity and Innovation  

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative 
products and processes using technology. Students:  

a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.  
b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression.  
c. use models and simulations to explore complex systems and issues.  
d. identify trends and forecast possibilities.  
 

2. Communication and Collaboration  
Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, 
including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of 
others. Students:  

a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts or others employing a variety of 
digital environments and media.  
b. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of 

media and formats.  
c. develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of 
other cultures.  
d. contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.  
 

3. Research and Information Fluency  
 Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students:  

a. plan strategies to guide inquiry.  
b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a 
variety of sources and media.  
c. evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness 
to specific tasks.  
d. process data and report results.  

 
4. Critical Thinking, Problem-Solving & Decision-Making  

Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve 
problems and make   informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. 
Students:  

a. identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation.  
b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.  
c. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.  
d. use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions.  

 
5. Digital Citizenship  

Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice 
legal and ethical behavior. Students:  

a. advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology.  
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b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, 
learning, and productivity.  
c. demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning.  
d. exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.  

 
6. Technology Operations and Concepts  

Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems and 
operations. Students:  

a. understand and use technology systems.  
b. select and use applications effectively and productively.  
c. troubleshoot systems and applications.  
d. transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies.  

 
Web Development - half year - credits: .5 
Students enrolled in this course will be offered the opportunity to learn how to create and 
maintain a web site.  Emphasis will be placed on proper development techniques, on working 
with a client regarding design and implementation topics, on appropriate use of multimedia 
applets, and on security and ethical considerations.  Various web development tools will be used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Web Development - half year - credits: .5 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Web Development with a “B” or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.   
 
This course presents the essential topics of DHTML, including working with dynamic layout and 
content, adding special effects, controlling mouse and keyboard events, and creating new 
windows and frames.  The students will design web pages that may include but are not limited to 
the following effects:  Animated Objects, Customized Style Attributes, Rollovers, Menus and 
Transitions, Drag-and-Drop Events, Interactive Windows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Systems and Hardware - half year - credits: .5 
Note:  Students who complete this course with a “C” or better are eligible to obtain college credit 
through CCRI. 
 
This course will explore microcomputer hardware and operating systems concepts.  Students will 
leave this class with a working knowledge of installing, troubleshooting, repairing, and 
upgrading microcomputer hardware.  Basic networking concepts as well as safety and 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A3: Technology Literacy 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A3: Technology Literacy 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills 
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preventative maintenance techniques will also be addressed.  Students will also examine 
essential operating system applications.   A basic knowledge of DOS, Windows 9.X installation, 
upgrading, and troubleshooting will be demonstrated upon completion of this class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JAVA-Introduction to Computer Science half year – credits: .5 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Algebra I with a “B” or better is an essential 
foundation for those electing this course.   
 
This course is an introduction to computer science where students will be introduced to a survey 
of programming using Java. The basic concepts and elements of object-oriented programming 
and design will be explored while emphasizing the development cycle as a means of creating 
applications. Students will gain experience illustrating well-written programs and documentation 
according to accepted industry standards. Additionally, the students will be encouraged to work 
both independently and collaboratively to solve practical problems that illustrate application-
building techniques. 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A3: Technology Literacy 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A3: Technology Literacy 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
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English 
 

 

English 9 or English 9 Honors 
Grade 9 

American Literature or American 
Literature Honors 

Grade 10 

World Literature w/Capstone 
World Literature Honors w/Capstone 

Grade 11 

English 9 
Foundations of Literacy 

Grade 9 

 

British Literature  
Grade 12 

Advanced Placement English 

African-American Literature 
Grades 9-12 

Creative Writing 
Grades 9-12 

Journalism 
Grades 10-12 

Advanced Journalism 
Grade 11-12 

Writing 104 – EEP 
Grade 12 

ELECTIVES  

Literacy Lab 
Grades 9 - 12 
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English 9 - full year - credits: 1 
English 9 is a college preparatory course organized around essential questions and designed to 
develop students’ proficiencies as readers and writers.  The course is designed to further develop 
a student’s reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing skills.  The various genres of 
literature will be introduced, including the short story, the novel, non-fiction, poetry, and drama.  
Formal and informal writing assignments are designed to develop writing proficiencies named in 
the Grade Span Expectations (GSEs).  Benchmark pieces will focus on the narrative essay 
culminating in the on-demand portfolio task in the first semester.  In the second semester 
students will produce the reflective essay culminating in the on-demand portfolio task along with 
the research paper.  Various texts in a range of genre will be used to develop GSE reading 
proficiencies, and an emphasis on presentations and group work will develop GSE oral 
communication proficiencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
English 9 Honors –full year-credits 1 
This course is fundamentally the same in its structure and purposes as English 9, but the 
complexity of the texts selected and tasks assigned, and the pace of the class assume greater 
readiness for independent work from students who select it.  Learning is assessed in a variety of 
ways including a compilation of a portfolio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foundations of Literacy 9 – full year – credits: 1  
Foundations of Literacy 9 is a course designed to help students strengthen weaknesses in three 
basic areas: literature and reading, writing and composition, and speaking and listening skills in 
order to build proficiencies named in the Grade Span Expectations (GSE’s).  Within this course, 
students read appropriate high school materials (short stories, novels, poetry, non-fiction pieces, 
and drama) that are challenging and engaging in order to assist in improving comprehension and 
breadth of vocabulary knowledge and usage.  Throughout the year, focus is given to improving 
grammar, mechanics, sentence structure, and paragraph development.  Students will be 
responsible for multiple genres of writing, focusing on the narrative and reflective writing – of 
which students will be asses by completing portfolio tasks – as well as response to literature.  
Students will also work on development research skills in order to prepare a small research paper 
that will require students to research, interpret research, develop and maintain a thesis.  Students 
practice and develop oral communication skills through group work and oral presentations. 
This service is to be determined by review of a variety of assessments with parental counsel. 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
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Literacy Lab  – full year – credits 1 
Students in Literacy Lab will be reading different genres to improve reading comprehension.  
The course emphasizes reading skills and strategies to use when reading literature across the 
content areas to obtain meaning by making connections, making predictions, visualizing, 
questioning, inferencing, identifying story elements (setting, plot, and conflict), and 
summarizing.  Critical thinking skills will be enhanced by comparing and contrasting story 
elements and making thematic connections. 
 
Drama, poetry, and novels from the traditional canon will be chosen to complement studies in 
the English class.  Narrative and reflective writing will be emphasized.  The steps and process of 
writing a research paper will be introduced.  Students will learn how to research, form an outline, 
identify important details, take notes, create a research paper, and work on oral presentation 
skills.  This service is to be determined by review of a variety of assessments with parental 
counsel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
American Literature - full year - credits: 1 
This course will provide a thematic approach to American literature from Native American 
creation myths to the Contemporary Period.  Through a careful investigation of the past and an 
analysis of the values of our modern, complex society, students attain an awareness of our 
American heritage.  The students will consider the historical setting together with the literature 
of the period.  Each student is expected to learn the techniques of literary analysis, discover 
themes, identify literary techniques and devices, and develop an understanding of various genres.  
A major goal is that the students learn to express their understanding of American literature in 
various genres of writing, especially literary analysis, in the GSEs.  The integration of textual 
support both primary and secondary sources is emphasized.  In addition, students continue two 
widen their breadth and usage of vocabulary; improve grammar, mechanics, and sentence 
structure; and develop speaking skills through a variety of oral projects and presentations.  Skills 
and content are assessed through the creation of portfolio-worthy tasks and two on-demand 
portfolio tasks: a response to literature in the fall and a persuasive essay prompt in the spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
American Literature Honors - full year - credits: 1 
This course is fundamentally the same in its structure and purpose as American literature, but the 
complexity of the texts selected and tasks assigned, and the pace of the class assume greater 
readiness for independent work from the students who select it.  The course is offered at a 
rigorous pace and introduces complex ideas and themes.  Class discussion is emphasized.  
Learning is assessed in a variety of ways, including the compilation of portfolio-worthy tasks 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 



                                                                                                       

- 51 -                                                                            

and two on-demand portfolio tasks: a response to literature in the fall and a persuasive essay 
prompt in the spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Literature – full year – credits: 1  
This class provides thematic study of representative works of world literature from antiquity to 
the present.  The course emphasizes the study and consideration of the literary, cultural, and 
human significance of selected great works of the Western and non-Western literary traditions, 
including women’s, minority, and ethnic literature from around the world.  An important goal of 
the class is to promote an understanding of the works in their cultural/historical contexts and of 
the enduring human values which unite the different literary traditions.  The course’s pedagogy 
gives special attention to critical thinking and writing within a framework of cultural diversity as 
well as comparative and interdisciplinary analysis.  Parts of the Capstone will be embedded in 
the class for those who have not completed it.  An extended task will be offered.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Literature Honors – full year – credits: 1 
This course is fundamentally the same in its structure and proposes as World Literature, but the 
complexity of the texts selected and tasks assigned, and the pace of the class assume greater 
readiness for independent work from students who select it.  Complex ideas and themes will be 
addressed.  Class discussion is emphasized.  Learning is assessed in a variety of ways including a 
compilation of a portfolio, and the Capstone (if not completed). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
British Literature - full year - credits: 1  
British Literature further refines student’s communication skills as they study many 
representative works of British literature. Students will be exposed to works from the Anglo-
Saxon period through the 20th century.  Students will be required to complete 2 portfolio tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
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Advanced Placement English - full year - credits: 1  
This course is designed to provide a learning experience equivalent to that of an introductory 
college course in English literature and to engage students in the careful reading and critical 
analysis of representative works of recognized literacy merit.  Writing assignments focus on 
critical analysis of literature.  This class utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that 
correlate to the standards and expectations established by the College Board for Advanced 
Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal of this course is to help ensure success on the 
Advanced Placement Exam given in May.   This exam may lead to college credit. 
 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ELECTIVES  
 
African American Studies - half year - credits: .5   
This course presents the student with an insight into the richness of African-American literature 
and African-American culture.  This course was created with the belief that the study of African-
American literature provides the student with an opportunity to better understand himself/herself 
as well as other cultures.  This course begins with an overview of the history and literary 
development of African-Americans in the United States.  This will acquaint the student with the 
issues, struggles, and triumphs of African-American authors that will help the student to better 
understand the literature itself.  Writers studied include: Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes, 
James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, Jean Toomer, Maya Angelou, Ralph Ellison, Nikki Giovanni, 
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Writing – half year – credits: .5 
This course is designed to introduce students to a style of writing that is different from traditional 
analytical writing.  Students will be required to experiment and challenge themselves to write in 
varied forms.  Students will be expected to keep a journal which compiles class assignments such 
as: journal prompts, free-writing exercises, descriptive, reflective, dramatic and narrative 
writings, and character sketches.  Examples of major assignments include fiction, nonfiction, and 
poetry.  Students will participate in collaborative writing, peer-editing, and revision.  
Additionally, students will be reading and analyzing literature in order to apply literary devices 
to their own writing. 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate  
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
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Journalism I - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  This course is open to all students in grades 10-12.  An interest in and basic ability to 
write are necessary for success in this course. 
 
This class produces the official school newspaper, The Wave.  Aspiring journalists/reporters will 
learn interviewing and research techniques.  They will produce reports, editorials, and features 
throughout the year.  They will contribute to the production of a minimum of seven issues of The 
Wave   Meeting deadlines is an essential component for success in this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Journalism - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Journalism I is an essential foundation for those 
electing this course. 
 
Students in this course act as the editors of the school newspaper, The Wave.  They are 
considered role models to the Journalism I students.   Students in Advanced Journalism are 
responsible for editing the paper, layout, and circulation as well as setting deadlines for and 
boosting morale among the staff.  They produce and manage sections of the newspaper, a 
collection of reports, columns, photos, headlines, etc.  Students will have to meet at least once a 
month for an hour out of school. 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing 104 (EEP) – half year – credits: .5 
Writing 104 is a one semester course, offered in conjunction with the University of Rhode 
Island.  This course is an intensive review of rhetorical techniques in writing to help students 
develop ability, confidence, and clarity in writing. Credits (3) are easily transferred to most 
colleges in and out of state.  In addition, this course typically fulfills the freshman-writing 
requirement mandated by most colleges and universities.  Writing 104 emphasizes the steps in 
the writing process, practice in the organization of ideas and language skills, and participation in 
writing workshop.  Students will be required to write up to six complex essays, and to complete a 
presentation portfolio.  (There will be a modest fee, approximately $150.00, paid to the 
university for the assessment of college credit and issuance of a transcript.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
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   Social Studies 
 
 

       Required for Graduation 
 

ELECTIVES  

  or 

or 

or 

Advanced Placement English 

US History 
Grade 10 

Contemporary World Issues/ 
Comparative Government 

Grade 11 

AP US History 
Grade 10 

World History 
Grade 9 

World History Honors 
Grade 9 

AP World History 
Grades 11 & 12 

 

World History 
Grade 9 

AP European History 
Grades 11 & 12 

Psychology 
Grades 11 & 12 

Sociology 
Grades 11 & 12 

AP Human Geography 
Grade 12 

AP World History 
Grades 11 & 12 
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Standards: 
Social Studies classroom instruction at Middletown High School is based upon the ten thematic 
strands identified by the National Council for the Social Studies.  Our specific content standards 
in United States and World History were identified from the National Standards for History 
developed by the National Center for History in the Schools and were adopted by the 
Middletown School Committee, 10/30/98. 
The NCSS thematic strands are: 

1. Culture 
2. Time, Continuity, and Change 
3. People, Places, and Environment 
4. Individual Development and Identity 
5. Individual, Groups and Institutions 
6. Power, Authority, and Governance 
7. Production, Distribution, and Consumption 
8. Science, Technology, and Society 
9. Global Connections 

10. Civic Ideals and Practices 
 

REQUIRED COURSES 
 
World History - full year - credits: 1  
Note:  We believe that this course provides the foundation for the successful completion of the 
Social Studies component of the Middletown High School graduation requirements. 
 
The purpose of the World History course is to develop greater understanding of evolution of 
global processes and contacts in different types of human societies.  The course highlights the 
nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as among 
major societies.  The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge and builds on an 
understanding of cultural, institutional geography and their impacts on the human experience. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
World History Honors - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  This course will involve a deep and rigorous study of history.  It will require skills 
reflective of those established by the state ELA assessment in reading and writing.  This class 
utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that correlate to the standards and expectations 
established by the College Board for future Honors and Advanced Placement study in this 
discipline.  
 
The purpose of the World History course is to develop greater understanding of evolution of 
global processes and contacts in different types of human societies.  The course highlights the 
nature of changes in global frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as among  

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills. B1:, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
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major societies.  The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge and builds on an 
understanding of cultural, institutional geography and their impacts on the human experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. History – full year – credits: 1 
Note:  We believe the satisfactory completion of World History to be an essential foundation for 
those electing this course. 
 
This course provides an in-depth study of the founding of the American republic emphasizing the 
origin and development of our government and political system.  The class will trace the 
development of the United States from its’ colonial beginnings through the present time.  Key 
stages in the evolution of pertinent American foreign and domestic policy will be explored.  
Special emphasis will be given to the critical analysis of texts, maps, documents and other 
important historical sources of evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Placement U.S. History - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  This class will involve a deep and rigorous study of history.  It will require skills 
reflective of those established by the state ELA assessment in reading and writing.  This class 
utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that correlate to the standards and expectations 
established by the College Board for Advanced Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal 
of this course is to help ensure success in the U.S. History Advanced Placement Exam in May.  
This exam may lead to college credit.   
 
In this course students will learn to assess the relevance, reliability and importance of historical 
materials, and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  
Students in Advanced Placement will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the 
basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in 
essay format.  Students admitted to the AP History are expected to meet academic demands that 
are equivalent to those made by a full-year introductory college course.  AP US History is a 
challenging course designed by the College Board. 
 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills. B1:, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills. B1:, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills. B1:, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
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Comparative Government and Politics/Contemporary World Issues –full year– credits: 1  
This course will provide the opportunity to explore major themes of challenge in our world of 
today; ethnic and religious conflicts, demographic trends, proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, AIDS and other high impact diseases, globalization and economic equality, human 
rights, and the environment.  Discussions, and supporting study/analysis, will be grounded with 
an understanding of the geography and history of the major geographic and cultural sub-
divisions, including the Middle East, South Asia, Europe, Eurasia, Asia/Pacific, the Americas 
and Sub Saharan Africa. 
This course will include the utilization of a variety of school and community resources including 
the Pell Center, the Naval War College, the internet, journals, newspapers and magazines.  Guest 
speakers may be brought into class to enhance the overall quality and interest level of instruction. 
 
CCoommppaarraattiivvee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  PPooll ii ttiiccss  iinnttrroodduucceess  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  ffuunnddaammeennttaall   ccoonncceeppttss  uusseedd  bbyy  
ppooll ii ttiiccaall   sscciieennttiissttss  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  aanndd  pprroocceesssseess  aanndd  oouuttccoommeess  ooff   ppooll ii ttiiccss  iinn  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff   ccoouunnttrryy  
sseettttiinnggss..    TThhee  ccoouurrssee  aaiimmss  ttoo  ii ll lluussttrraattee  tthhee  rriicchh  ddiivveerrssii ttyy  ooff   ppooll ii ttiiccaall   ll ii ffee,,  ttoo  sshhooww  aavvaaii llaabbllee  
iinnssttii ttuuttiioonnaall   aall tteerrnnaattiivveess,,  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  ddii ff ffeerreenncceess  iinn  pprroocceesssseess  aanndd  ppooll iiccyy  oouuttccoommee,,  aanndd  ttoo  
ccoommmmuunniiccaattee  ttoo  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff   gglloobbaall   ppooll ii ttiiccaall   aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  cchhaannggeess..    CCoommppaarriissoonn  
aassssiissttss  bbootthh  iinn  iiddeennttii ffyyiinngg  pprroobblleemmss  aanndd  iinn  aannaallyyzziinngg  ppooll iiccyymmaakkiinngg..  
  
IInn  aaddddii ttiioonn  ttoo  ccoovveerriinngg  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  ccoonncceeppttss  tthhaatt  aarree  uusseedd  ttoo  oorrggaanniizzee  aanndd  iinntteerrpprreett  wwhhaatt  wwee  kknnooww  
aabboouutt  ppooll ii ttiiccaall   pphheennoommeennaa  aanndd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp,,  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  sshhoouulldd  ccoovveerr  ssppeeccii ff iicc  ccoouunnttrriieess  aanndd  tthheeii rr  
ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss..  SSeevveerraall   ccoouunnttrriieess  ffoorrmm  tthhee  ccoorree  ooff   tthhee  AAPP  CCoommppaarraattiivvee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ppooll ii ttiiccss  
ccoouurrssee::  CChhiinnaa,,  GGrreeaatt  BBrrii ttaaiinn,,  IIrraann,,  MMeexxiiccoo,,  NNiiggeerriiaa,,  RRuussssiiaa,,  aanndd  tthhee  UUnnii tteedd  SSttaatteess..  
  
 
 
 
 
 
AP World History – full year – credits: 1 
Note:  This class will involve a deep and rigorous study of history.  It will require skills 
reflective of those established by the state ELA assessment in reading and writing.  This class 
utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that correlate to the standards and expectations 
established by the College Board for Advanced Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal 
of this course is to help ensure success in the World History Advanced Placement Exam in May.  
This exam may lead to college credit.   
 
This course provides a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in 
different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of 
selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature of 
changes in global frameworks and their cases and consequences, as well as comparison among 
major societies.  It emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues, and skills 
in analyzing types of historical evidence.  Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an 
organizing principle to address change and continuity throughout the course.  Specific themes 
provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among 
societies that form the core of world history as a field of study. 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, B1, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
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To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 Advanced Placement European History - full year - credits: 1 
Note: This class will involve a deep and rigorous study of history.  It will require skills reflective 
of those established by the state ELA assessment in reading and writing.  This class utilizes texts, 
documents and a rigorous pace that correlate to the standards and expectations established by the 
College Board for future Honors and Advanced Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal 
of this course is to help ensure success in the European Advanced Placement Exam given in 
May.  This exam may lead to college credit. 
 
The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to social, political, economical and 
cultural developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world I which we live.  
Without this knowledge we would lack the context for understanding the development of 
contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change, in present-day societies and politics, 
and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.  AP European 
History is available to students who wish to experience the most recent trends in history curricula 
at the undergraduate level.  It provides the opportunity to improve analytical and critical reading 
skills, and to develop facility in writing history essays and research papers. 
 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psychology - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  Due to the nature and content of this course we believe that this should be taken only by 
juniors and seniors. 
 
Psychology is a yearlong course that examines the behavior of the human species.  A multi-
disciplinary approach with psychology as its core is used.  This course provides an introduction 
to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and 
other animals.  Other course criteria include exposure to the psychological facts, principals, and 
phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  The following areas 
will be studied; Methods, Approaches, History, Biological Bases of Behavior, States of 
Consciousness, Motivation and Emotion, Developmental Psychology, Personality, Testing and 
Individual Differences, Abnormal Psychology, Treatment of Psychological Disorders, and Social 
Psychology. 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills. B1:, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, B1, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
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Sociology - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  Due to the nature and content of this course we believe that this should be taken only by 
juniors and seniors. 
 
Sociology is a social science which studies human society and social interactions.  The main 
focus of the course is on people in groups and their relationships with other members of society 
and their social environment. 
This course of study will employ independent and group projects designed to provide exposure 
to the terms and definitions most commonly employed in the study of sociology, as well as the 
situations caused by societal change facing our society today and in the future. It will attempt to 
broaden our global perspective of who we are and what we do.  Evaluation will be based on tests, 
quizzes, class discussions, oral and written research projects.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
AP Human Geography - full year - credits: 1   
Note:  AP Human Geography provides an introduction to the systematic study of patterns and 
processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth's surface. It 
will include the employment of spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social 
organization and its environmental consequences. It will also include a study of the methods and 
tools geographers use in their science and practice. It is the academic equivalent and experience 
of a college introductory human geography course. 
 
Geography is both a Physical and a Social Science, which can be approached regionally and/or 
topically. As physical or natural science, for example, it may focus on climate, soil, topography, 
landforms and the biosphere. As human or social science its focus is on cultural features, such as 
language, economics, religion, population, immigration, disease, polities, and urban/rural 
development. It combines economic and cultural geography to explain relationships among 
humans and their environments. 
 
This course will involve a deep and rigorous study of human geography.  It will require skills 
reflective of those established by the state ELA assessment in reading and writing.  This class 
utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that correlates to the standards and expectations 
established by the College Board for Advanced Placement study in this discipline. A direct goal 
of this course is to help ensure success in the Human Geography Advanced Placement Exam 
given in May.   This exam may lead to college credit. 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health, B2 
Secondary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, C2: Personal ethics 
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To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 

  
  
    

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, B1, B2 
Secondary:  A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
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   Department of World Languages 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French I or 
French I Honors 

French II or  
French II Honors 

Spanish II or  
Spanish II Honors 

AP French Literature 
Grade 12 

  

Spanish I or 
Spanish I Honors  

French III Spanish III  

AP Spanish Literature 
Grade 12 
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Standards: 
 
1. COMMUNICATION :  Communicate in languages other than English. 
2. CULTURES:  Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 
3. CONNECTIONS:  Connect with other disciplines and acquire information. 
4. COMPARISONS:  Develop insight into the nature of language and culture. 
5. COMMUNITIES :  Participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world. 
 
The mission of the Department of World Languages is to equip students linguistically and 
culturally to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and abroad.  We 
envision a future in which students will develop and maintain proficiency in English and at least 
one other language.  The above Foreign Language Standards encompass the four basic areas of 
language learning: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 
Honors classes will be offered in 2009-2010 in French I, French II, Spanish I and II.  Students 
should obtain advice from their current language teacher before signing up for honors classes. 
 
 

FRENCH 
 
French I - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that completion of English and/or foreign language in the preceding school 
year with a grade of C- or better is an essential foundation for those electing this course. 
 
French I is a sequential course which stresses communication in the target language.  The student 
will be exposed to listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills with the ultimate goal of being 
able to function at a basic level in the target language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
French I Honors – full year – credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that completion of English and/or foreign language in the preceding school 
year with a grade of C- or better is an essential foundation for those electing this course. 
 
French I Honors is a sequential course which stresses communication in the target language.  The 
student will be exposed to listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills with the ultimate goal 
of being able to function at a basic level in the target language.  This course is offered at an 
accelerated pace.  
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3L Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, 
S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3L Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, 
S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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French II - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of French I with a grade of C- or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.  
 
French II is a continuation of French I.  The student will be expected to function on a low 
intermediate level in the target language. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
French II Honors – full year – credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of French II with a grade of C- or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.  
 
French II Honors is a continuation of French II.  The student will be expected to function on a 
low intermediate level in the target language.  This course is offered at an accelerated pace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
French III - full year - credits: 1  
Note:  We believe that successful completion of previous level with a grade of C- or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.  
 
In French III is a continuation of French II.  The student will be expected to function on an 
intermediate level in the target language. 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Placement French Literature – full year - credits: 1 
Students in this class will gain proficiency in the fundamental language skill that enable them to 
read and understand prose and verse of moderate difficulty and mature content; formulate and 
express critical options and judgments in correct oral and written French; develop the ability to 
read and analyze critically and to discuss perceptively representative works of French literature.  
Furthermore, this program is an introduction to representative works of prose, poetry, and drama 
from different periods. 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3L Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3L Technology Literacy, A4 Applying Self Management; C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3L Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3L Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, 
S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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SPANISH 
 

Honors classes will be offered in 2007-2008 in French I, French II, Spanish I and II.  Students 
should obtain advice from their current language teacher before signing up for honors classes. 
 
Spanish I – full year – credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that completion of English and/or foreign language in the preceding school 
year with a grade of C- or better is an essential foundation for those electing this course.  
 
Spanish I is a sequential course that stresses communication in the target language.  The student 
will be exposed to listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills with the ultimate goal of being 
able to function at a basic level in the target language.  This course is offered at an accelerated 
pace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish I Honors - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that completion of English and/or foreign language in the preceding school 
year with a grade of C- or better is an essential foundation for those electing this course.  
 
Spanish I Honors is a sequential course that stresses communication in the target language.  The 
student will be exposed to listening speaking, reading, and writing skills with the ultimate goal of 
being able to function at a basic level in the target language.  This course is offered at an 
accelerated pace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish II - full year - credits: 1 
Note: We believe that successful completion of previous level with a grade of C- or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.   
 
Spanish II is a continuation of Spanish I.  The student will be expected to function on a low 
intermediate level in the target language..  
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1 Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Spanish II Honors - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of previous level with a grade of C- or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.   
 
Spanish II Honors is a continuation of Spanish I.  The student will be expected to function on a 
low intermediate level in the target language.  This course is offered at an accelerated pace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish III - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of previous level with a grade of C- or better is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course.   
 
In Spanish III, students continue to gain proficiency in the four basic communication skills. They 
review all previously acquired tenses, learn remaining simple tenses, as well as compound forms. 
The concept of the subjunctive mood is introduced and practiced through the four basic skills. 
Students build competencies in the five Foreign Language Standards through discussions, 
reports, skits, and proficiency-based activities.  Ancillary audio visual materials are used to 
authenticate Hispanic culture, build vocabulary, and create an awareness of dialectical 
differences. Students continue to target, at a higher depth of knowledge, the five content 
standards, appropriate Grade Span Expectations, and Student Learning Expectations for 
Middletown High School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Placement Spanish Literature - full year - credits: 1 
The course is designed to provide students with a learning experience equivalent to that of a 
third –year college course in Peninsular and Latin American literature.  The course is design 
to introduce students to the formal study of a representative body of Peninsular and Latin 
American literacy texts. 
 
Students are required to take the Advanced Placement Spanish Literature exam in order to 
receive the AP designation on official records. 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:   
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, A4: Applying Self Management, C1: 
Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE PROGRAM  
 

English Language Proficiency Standards 
 

English as a Second Language (ESL) Services is offered to students from non-English speaking 
backgrounds who have limited proficiency in speaking, reading, writing, and/or understanding 
English. These are individuals who need special assistance as they become acclimated to the 
American public school where English is the language of instruction.  
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Department of Mathematics  
 
The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) initially produced a trio of Standards 
Documents – Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School Mathematics (1989), Professional 
Standards for Teaching Mathematics (1991), and Assessment Standards for School Mathematics 
(1995).  The classroom portions of all three of these documents have been incorporated into the 
updated version of the Standards document titled Principles and Standards for School 
Mathematics (2000) (PSSM).The PSSM are divided into five content standards, five process 
standards and six fundamental principles that constitute  a high-quality mathematics education.  
The PSSM is the foundation upon which the Middletown High School mathematics curricula are 
based.  An Executive Summary of the PSSM is available on-line at the following site: 
http://www.nctm.org/standards/12752_exec_pssm.pdf  
 
The Rhode Island Department of Education, in conjunction with New Hampshire and Vermont 
education officials, has published a list of Grade Span Expectations (GSE) for Mathematics that 
is based upon the PSSM and is the criteria for statewide student assessment in their 11th year of 
high school.  The four GSE content area strands are:  
 

• Number and Operations 
• Geometry and Measurement  
• Functions and Algebra  
• Data, Statistics, and Probability 
 

Because of their importance, the curricula are aligned with these GSE.  A link to the GSE can 
be found on-line at the following site: http://www.ridoe.org/Instruction/gle.aspx. 

 
 

Algebra I - full year - credits: 1 
Algebraic concepts will be provided to establish an understanding of the basic structure of 
algebra, its techniques and its role in reasoning processes.  An essential component of the course 
is the chapter project that provides a real word connection to the math content strands in the 
course.  Opportunities are given to students to discuss how to apply mathematics in their lives 
and how to relate math concepts to material previously learned.  Students are encouraged to work 
together to solve problems, just as they will in the workplace.  Students learn how to 
communicate what they know in mathematics by reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  A 
component of the course is a real world connection to the math content standards in this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Algebra II – full year - credits: 1 
Note: We believe that successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry with a minimum grade 
of “C” is an essential foundation for those selecting this course. 
 
This course places a heavy emphasis on data interpretation as it relates to real-world problems.  
To enhance a student’s understanding of these situations, an in-depth study of linear, quadratic 
polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions is undertaken.  The course expands 
the number system studied in Algebra I to include the complex numbers.  An introduction is 
made in the study of matrices and determinants.  Because of its relevance to real-world 
situations, probability and statistics are included as well.  Opportunities are given to students to 
discuss how to apply mathematics in their lives and how to relate math concepts to material 
previously learned.  Students are encouraged to work together to solve problems, just as they will 
in the workplace.  Students learn how to communicate what they know in mathematics by 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  
 
 
 
 
 
Algebra II Honors - full year - credits: 1 
Note: We believe that successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry with a minimum grade 
of “C” is an essential foundation for those selecting this course. 
 
Honors Algebra II is a course designed to help the student master the terminology and basic 
concepts of Algebra and Trigonometry.  Students will develop and be able to apply the skills and 
strategies necessary to select a successful approach to problem solving.  Additionally, students 
will investigate mathematical models and use technology to investigate, reason, interpret and 
predict in order to solve real world problems with confidence.  Graphing calculators are valuable 
tools for this course by assisting the student to graph functions on the display screen and to view 
formulas and solutions in their entirety.  In addition, this course places heavy emphasis on 
quadratic equations and relations, polynomials, exponential and logarithmic functions, rational 
functions and matrices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geometry - full year - credits: 1 
Geometry students learn to work with real world patterns in two and three dimensions.  They 
investigate the properties of congruence and similarities for many geometric features.  They 
apply their algebra skills as they study parallel and perpendicular figures followed by reflections, 
rotations, and dilations.  Students will study area, surface area and volume problems concerning 
circles, polygons, cones, prisms and the Pythagorean Theorem.  The student will learn to reason 
deductively by doing geometric proofs. 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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Geometry Honors - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Algebra II Honors or Algebra I with a minimum 
grade of B is an essential foundation for those electing this course. 
 
This course utilizes the traditional Euclidean model of theorems and postulates using deductive 
proofs for the development of Geometric knowledge.  The laws of logic are used to develop the 
structure of Geometry.  Algebraic topics are integrated into the curriculum and applied in a 
Geometric setting.  Students use the many tools of Geometry to prove geometric figures 
congruent and similar, and to interpret properties of these figures in an analytical situation.  
Some of the important topics covered include the Pythagorean Theorem, properties of circles, 
and the area and volume of two and three dimensional figures, respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus - full year - credits: 1 
This course synthesizes previous math concepts in such a manner as to make understanding of 
high mathematics more meaningful to students.  The analyses of mathematical principles of this 
course provide a sound basis for a study of calculus.  Areas of study employ set notation and 
mathematical language to logically progress from elementary functions to the coordinate system 
to more complex and pre-calculus functions. 
 
 
 
 
 
Calculus - full year - credits: 1 
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Trig/Math analysis with a credit grade of “B” or 
better is an essential foundation for those electing this course. 
 
The course presents Calculus in an intuitive yet intellectually satisfying way and illustrates the 
many applications of Calculus to the biological, social, and management sciences.  Graphing 
calculators are an integral part of the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus - full year - credits: 1   
Note:  We believe that successful completion of Trig/Math Analysis with a credit grade of "A" or 
a grade of "B" with recommendation of the teacher.  This challenging course is designed 
primarily as a “college level experience.” Students are encouraged to take the Advanced 
Placement Calculus examination.  This class utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous pace that 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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correlate to the standards and expectations established by the College Board for Advanced 
Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal of this course is to help ensure success on the 
Advanced Placement Exam given in May.   This exam may lead to college credit. 
 
This program develops quite rigorously, the importance of limit, continuity, derivatives, and 
integrals of single valued functions, both algebraic and transcendental. Emphasis is placed on an 
understanding of the processes involved so as to enable students to intelligently apply theory to 
practice.  Graphing calculators are an integral part of the program.   
 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Statistics and Applied Math – full year –  credits: 1  
 
Today, more than ever, statistics plays a very important role in our lives.  This course has been 
designed to provide the student with a comprehensive introduction to statistics and probability in 
such areas as sociology, business, ecology, economics, education, medicine and mathematics.  
Although the mathematical content is rigorous,  a special effort has been made in this course to 
make the concepts of statistics understandable and applicable for all students.  
A component of the course is real world connection to math content standards.  Opportunities are 
given to students to discuss how to apply mathematics to their lives and how to relate math 
concepts to material previously learned.  Students are encouraged to work together to solve 
problems, just as they will in the work place.  Students learn how to communicate what they 
know in mathematics by reading, writing, speaking and listening.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
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PP hh yy ss ii cc aa ll   EE dd uu cc aa tt ii oo nn   DD ee pp aa rr tt mm ee nn tt   

 
Standards: 
 
1. Demonstrate competency in many movement forms and proficiency in a few movement 

forms. 
2. Apply movement concepts and principals to the learning and development of motor skills. 
3. Exhibit a physically active lifestyle. 
4. Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physical fitness. 
5. Demonstrate responsible personal and social behavior in physical activity settings. 
6. Demonstrate understanding and respect for differences among people in physical activity 

settings. 
7. Demonstrate understanding that physical activity provides opportunities for enjoyment, 

challenge, self-expression, and social interaction. 
 
All classes are team taught in a co-educational setting. Grade levels are combined for each class. 
All grades participate together to increase individual skill levels and to develop the concept of 
team play. Eleventh and twelfth graders participate in activities and sports which will carry over 
into their adult life. 
 
 
Physical education classes are required for all students each year for one semester.  Course 
requirements for boys and girls are the same. Grading criteria all students includes skill and 
knowledge as well as effort, attitude, cooperation and participation for concepts taught.  
 
Physical Education/Health Grades 9 - 12 - half-year - credits: .5 
Students learn skills and participate in soccer, flag football, speedball, basketball, physical 
fitness, aerobic dance, weight training, volleyball, gymnastics, team handball, street hockey, 
softball, and introduction to "Project Adventure."  In addition to physical activities, each year 
relevant adolescent health topics will be intergraded into the curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Health Care Science 11/12 - half year – credits: .5 
This course is designed for students who are interested in pursuing a career within medicine or 
healthcare.  The curriculum is designed according o the National Healthcare Skill Standards 
developed by the National Consortium of Health Sciences and Technology Education. 
 
Students enrolled in this course will: 

• Learn medical terminology, 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A5: Physical, mental & emotional health, C1: Responsibilities of citizenships, C2: 
Personal ethics 
Secondary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, B2:  
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• Acquire an academic foundation within the five identified Health Science Career Cluster 
Pathways, 

• Understand “Systems Theory”, 
• Comprehend Legal Responsibilities/Ethical Issues associating with the delivery of 

healthcare, and 
• Identify key employability skills associated with a career in a medical/health profession. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fundamentals of Fitness is a requirement for all tenth graders.  This part-classroom, part-lab 
class introduces health-related components of fitness.  Principles of improving fitness, muscular 
strength, cardio respiratory endurance and improving body composition and flexibility are 
concepts covered.  The focus of this class is developing an individualized fitness plan. 
 
Choice of or combination of: 
First session in the fall or last session in the spring: 
Soccer or speedball, pickleball, flag football, power walking, physical fitness, Adventure 
Education, softball, track and field, golf, archery, physical fitness, street hockey, orienteering and 
hiking. 
 
Second session in the fall or first session in the spring: 
Basketball, aerobic dance, step aerobics, fitness (pump and step, circuit training, weight 
training), volleyball, Adventure Education activities (leadership and confidence building 
activities), recreational games, self-defense, badminton, table tennis, and racquetball (YMCA). 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A5: Physical, mental & emotional health, C1: Responsibilities of 
citizenship, C2: Personal ethics 
Secondary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A3: Technology Literacy, 
B2 
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  HH ee aa ll tt hh   EE dd uu cc aa tt ii oo nn   
 
Standards: 
 
1. Students will understand concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention as a 

foundation for a healthy life. 
2. Students will demonstrate the ability to access valid health information and health-promoting 

products and services. 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and reduce 

health risks. 
4. Students will analyze the influence of culture, media, technology and other factors on health. 
5. Students will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance 

health. 
6. Students will demonstrate the ability to use goal setting and decision making skills to 

enhance health. 
7. Students will demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family, community, and 

environment health. 
 
Health Education K-12 is based on the belief that “health” is a state of physical, mental and 
social well-being and ability to function, not merely the absence of disease or disabling 
condition.  It is our belief that a person is responsible for his/her own health and that the state of 
health achieved at any given time is largely a result of lifestyle choices and genetic factors.  
These choices impact the person’s community and world at large.   
 
Health Education is required for graduation and embedded in Physical Education.  These courses 
encourage students to examine lifestyle choices, learned behaviors and genetic influences that 
impact their health and how they affect others.  Students are encouraged to choose and promote 
healthy behaviors and wellness and prevention of illness as a way of life for themselves and 
those for whom they are responsible.  Throughout the courses students will evaluate their own 
risk behaviors. 
 
Health education materials and teaching strategies promote student critical thinking, problem 
solving, decision-making, oral and written communication and group participation. 
 
The health curriculum is standards-driven and aligned with the R.I. Health Education Framework 
and the seven content areas. 
 
The following topics are part of each health offering: 
 

Personal Health Sexuality and Family Life 
Mental and Emotional Health Disease Prevention and Control 
Safety and Accident Prevention Substance Use and Abuse Prevention 
Nutrition 
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Science 
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Grade 11 

GRADES 10-12 Elective Courses 
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Biology 

Advanced Physics 

 

Geo/Space Science Physiology 
 



                                                                                                       

- 77 -                                                                            

DD ee pp aa rr tt mm ee nn tt   oo ff   SS cc ii ee nn cc ee   
 

REQUIRED 
 

Physics First– full year – credits: 1 
This course is designed to explore many Physical Science and Earth Science concepts. The 
Physical Science concepts include forces, motion, gravity, weight, mass, free fall, Newton’s 
laws, wave phenomena, EM waves vs. mechanical waves, electric charges and forces, and 
electromagnetism. These concepts will be covered using a laboratory/hands-on approach. The 
Earth Science concepts will include plate tectonics, changes in technology in studying crustal 
movement, hear and the rock cycle, conservation of matter and processes that affect the earth’s 
crust. Astronomy topics will include the Big Bang Theory and how technological advances have 
changed astronomical theories. The planetarium will be used to support this class whenever 
possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biology – full year – credits: 1 
Biology addresses the structures that all organisms require for survival. Students will investigate 
structures necessary for life functions in unicellular and multi-cellular organisms. The 
presentation of cellular biology gives a background for the structure and function of nucleic acids 
and protein synthesis as well as genetics. Evidence that organisms change over time will be 
discussed and related to their survival. Also included are concepts dealing with ecosystems and 
energy cycling, and their relationship to global climate change as well as human biology and 
human impact on the environment.   
 
Students will be involved in a great deal of laboratory work designed to investigate the topics 
presented as well as increase the skills of data interpretation, observation and predicting. 
Laboratory work is a required part of the course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chemistry - full year - credits: 1 
First year Chemistry is taught with the American Chemical Society's program "Chemistry in the 
Community."  Chemical concepts and scientific habits of thinking are learned through inquiry in 
real-world scenarios.   Basic concepts of chemistry are developed through a combination of lab 
work, individual guided reading and home study, and class discussion.   Emphasis is on critical 
thinking, problem solving, and chemical concepts, rather than memorization.   

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A4: Understanding of Aesthetics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, 
S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
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Successful completion of this course will benefit students wishing to continue studying the 
sciences.   It is recommended that all students complete this course successfully before signing 
up for advanced science classes at MHS.   
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Physics – full year – credits: 1 
Physics is the study of matter and energy. These two classifications include everything in the 
universe. This course explores how you are affected, day in and day out, by the continuous 
interaction of matter and energy. The goal is to use measurement and analysis to understand 
these ideas and how they relate to each other. Major concepts to be covered are motion, forces, 
momentum, energy, electricity, sound, and light. Student centered inquiry based labs are a major 
component of each concept.  
 
These topics are presented using a laboratory approach where measurement and analysis are 
stressed.  A high degree of mathematical and reasoning ability is necessary, as distinguished 
from the ability to memorize facts.  The student is required to be able to apply a broad 
knowledge of topics to many varied situations. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ELECTIVES  

 
Geo-Space Sciences – full year – credits: 1 
This full year course of study covers topics in astronomy, meteorology, geology and 
oceanography.  Astronomy topics will include earth, sun, and moon relationships; star types and 
their lifecycle; the solar system; and model rocketry and space flight.  The planetarium will be 
used on a regular basis to enhance the lessons.  Meteorology topics will include reading and 
interpreting weather maps; identification of cloud types; global circulation of weather patterns 
and seasonal influences on the land and water; fronts and air masses; the structure of our 
atmosphere; severe weather and daily prediction of weather using a variety of weather charts and 
data.  Geology topics will include rock and mineral identification; landforms; glaciers;  the rock 
cycle and mineral formation; plate tectonics; earthquakes; and volcanoes.  A study of Aquidneck 
Island will show a large variety of rock and mineral types and structures.  Oceanography topics 
will include ocean formation and circulation patterns; waves; formation of beaches and oceanic 
features; tides; and the study of native species of organisms and how to keep our oceans, bays, 
wetlands and beaches healthy. 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, C2: Personal ethics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S2: Demonstrate 
teamwork skills 
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Environmental Science – full year – credits: 1 
Environmental Science will provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and 
methodologies required to understand some of the interrelationships of the natural world; to 
identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made; to evaluate the 
relative risks associated with these problems; and to examine alternative solutions for resolving 
and/or preventing them. 

Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different 
areas of study. There are several major unifying themes, including: science as a method of 
learning more about our world and how it changes our understanding; energy sources, their 
impact and the new technologies developing; our earth as one system that continually changes 
and reacts to disturbances; humans and our cultural, social and economic factors that continually 
impact the environment; and our ability to develop new and sustainable management practices to 
insure our survival. 

Students will utilize the greenhouse for applied agricultural and horticultural practices. Local 
connections to our island environment and applied learning opportunities will be explored. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Physiology – full year – credits: 1 
NOTE:  We believe that satisfactory completion of Biology is an essential foundation for those 
electing this course.  
 
The purpose of this course is to present the essentials of anatomy and present-day physiology 
logically, simply, and graphically. Anatomy and physiology will be presented simultaneously 
since structure and function are the main themes of the human body. This is a lab course with 
required detailed dissection. This must be considered as an in-depth course which may be used as 
a basis for further study of the human body in health and disease.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Placement Biology – full year – credits: 1 
NOTE:  We believe that satisfactory completion (B or better) of Biology and Chemistry is an 
essential foundation for those electing this course. This challenging course is designed primarily 
as a “college level experience.”  
 
An intense study of the entire biological world including botany, zoology, microbiology, and 
physiology, this course presupposes certain biological knowledge on the part of the student. The 
focus is on a laboratory approach designed for the student to gain new insights concerning 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A5: Physical, mental & emotional health 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, C1: Responsibilities of citizenship, S1: 
Demonstrate responsibility, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
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biology and the work of biologists. The course depends on mastering the unifying principles and 
concepts applicable to all living forms. The College Board Advanced Placement Biology 
curriculum will be adhered to in this course. This class utilizes texts, documents and a rigorous 
pace that correlate to the standards and expectations established by the College Board for 
Advanced Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal of this course is to help ensure 
success on the Advanced Placement Exam given in May.   This exam may lead to college credit. 
 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced Placement Chemistry - full year - credits: 1  
Course Description Advanced Placement Chemistry is a second year course designed to meet the 
needs of the advanced science-oriented student.   This course is roughly equivalent to college 
freshman general chemistry courses.  This may enable the student to enroll in second semester 
courses as a college freshman, or take college courses that list chemistry as a pre-requisite.  For 
other students, this may fulfill a college's lab science requirement and free some time for other 
courses.  The College Board AP Exam must be taken in the spring.  This class utilizes texts, 
documents and a rigorous pace that correlate to the standards and expectations established by the 
College Board for Advanced Placement study in this discipline.  A direct goal of this course is to 
help ensure success on the Advanced Placement Exam given in May.   This exam may lead to 
college credit. 
 
Students are expected to be consistently self-directed in their study - it is expected that students 
will spend about six hours per week on home preparation.  Many more labs are performed to 
illustrate good lab techniques, and apply and underscore chemical knowledge.  Emphasis is on 
energy, molecular orbital theory, solution chemistry (including acid/base, equilibrium, and rate 
laws), and chemistry in the world around us.  This course is mostly inorganic, but organic 
compounds are discussed and the basis of their bonding described.   
Further information can be found at www.collegeboard.com. 
 
Note: It is recommended that students completion first year chemistry with a minimum grade of 
"B." 
To receive an AP designation on their transcript, student must take the AP exam in May.  
A fee is required to take the AP exam.  Students must commit to this by October 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, A4: 
Understanding of Aesthetics, S1: Demonstrate responsibility, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 

THIS COURSE TARGETS THE FOLLOWING STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATION 
Primary:  A2: Acquire information – research and problem solving, S2: Demonstrate teamwork skills 
Secondary:  A1: Literacy Skills, A3: Technology Literacy, C2: Personal ethics, S2: Demonstrate 
teamwork skills 
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REGULATIONS  
of the  

BOARD OF REGENTS FOR ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCA TION  
K-12 LITERACY, RESTRUCTURING OF THE LEARNING ENVIRO NMENT AT THE 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL LEVELS, AND PROFICIENCY BASE D GRADUATION 

REQUIREMENTS (PBGR) AT HIGH SCHOOLS  
 

Promulgated September 3, 2008  
 

PREAMBLE  
 

The Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education (“Board” or “Regents”), in concert 
with the Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (“RIDE”) and state-level 
partners, convened two High School Summits (2000, 2002) representing a broad array of 
stakeholders to consider the current state of affairs and future directions for the state's high schools. 
A Middle Level Summit was convened in May 2004 with similar objectives. These summits resulted 
in a number of agency findings:  
 
1. There is substantial underachievement in Rhode Island middle level schools and high schools as 
measured by the challenging academic standards that the state has adopted.  
 
2. A lack of adequate academic skills in reading, writing, and mathematics, with many students 
achieving below grade level, makes access to and success in middle level and high school curricula 
aligned to Rhode Island’s challenging academic standards extremely difficult for many students.  
 
3. There is a decline in state assessment results for students as they progress from elementary through 
high school, and in particular, during the middle level period. This decline in performance over time 
is of great concern.  
 
4. Many high schools, and to a lesser extent middle level schools, have inequitable opportunities to 
learn for students of varying proficiency levels, resulting in considerable differences in what students 
know and are able to do by the time they graduate.  
 
 
5. There is a wide disparity among Rhode Island high schools in terms of the preparation that 
students receive for further learning, the world of work, and service to their local community and 
state.  
 
6. Far too many students pass through Rhode Island middle level schools and high schools without 
being known well by at least one adult within each school, resulting in a lack of awareness and 
understanding on the part of the school staff about the specific challenges and needs of individual 
students.  
 
7. Middle level schools and high schools in general have not changed sufficiently to enable ALL 
students to meet the demands of the modern world.  

Addendum A 
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8. Comprehensive leadership and collaboration among all stakeholders is required in order to move 
all Rhode Island schools to support high levels of both student achievement and personal growth.  
 
In response to the findings set forth above, the Board of Regents created the Committee for 
Academic and Student Programs to address these pressing issues. The Committee held well-attended 
forums with high school and middle level principals, superintendents, teachers, and other 
stakeholders to collect ideas and obtain reactions to its deliberations. The Board of Regents also 
established a State Literacy Policy relating to curriculum and literacy standards. After considering 
feedback obtained from various sources, the Board of Regents does now hereby promulgate these 
regulations pursuant to their authority under R.I.G.L. 16-60-4 on behalf of students in Rhode Island 
schools.  
It is the express intent of the Board of Regents that the Regulations set forth below will result in 
substantive redesign of education offerings in Rhode Island’s public schools at the middle and high 
school levels. Specifically, it is the intent of the Board that each Rhode Island secondary school offer 
every one of its students a meaningful opportunity to achieve proficiency in six (6) core academic 
areas, and that sufficient student supports and personalization of instruction be offered to ensure that 
said opportunity to achieve proficiency is meaningful and realizable. Should a school or local 
educational agency fail to fully implement these regulations, the Commissioner shall use the full 
extent of authorities available to that office as set forth in Title 16 of the General Laws to ensure that 
students in Rhode Island schools realize the full benefits of these regulations.  

 
TITLE L – SECONDARY DESIGN  

CHAPTER 6  
 
TOPIC 
L-6-1.0. Definitions.  
L-6-2.0. Ensuring grade level literacy and numeracy for all Rhode Island students.  
L-6-2.1. Assessing reading proficiency levels of  students at all levels.  
L-6-2.2. Improving literacy for students reading below grade level.  
L-6-2.3. Improving numeracy for all students.  
L-6-2.4. State Panel for Instruction.  
L-6-3.0. Rhode Island diploma system.  
L-6-3.1. Coursework graduation requirements.  
L-6-3.2. Performance-based diploma assessments.  
L-6-3.3. Use of proficiency measures for high school graduation.  
L-6-3.4. Regent’s approved diploma system.  
L-6-3.5. Local educational agency notification to community members of requirements for graduation.  
L-6-3.6. Diploma system -- Supports and  accommodations to students.  
L-6-4.0. Middle level and high school restructuring.  
L-6-4.1. Requirement for personalized learning environments.  
L-6-4.2. Middle level advisory.  
L-6-4.3. Individual Learning Plan (ILP).  
L-6-4.4. Professional development.  
L-6-4.5 Middle level and high school restructuring -- Common planning time. 
 
L-6-1.0  DEFINITIONS 
As used in these regulations, the following words and terms have the following meaning, unless the 
context indicates another or different meaning or intent:  
 
(a) Certificate of Initial Mastery© (CIM) – A CIM represents demonstrated knowledge and skills 
agreed upon by educators, families, business, community, and higher education representatives. 
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Attaining CIM involves a combination of traditional tests, performance measures, collections of 
student work over time, and projects or exhibitions.  
 
(b) Commissioner – the commissioner of elementary and secondary education.  
 
(c) Core Academic Areas – English Language Arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, and 
technology.  
 
(d) Course – A set of learning experiences that provides students with opportunities to learn, 
demonstrate proficiencies, and be assessed in the skills and knowledge defined by content and 
applied learning skills.  
 
(e) Individual Learning Plan (ILP) – A planning and monitoring tool that helps to customize and 
direct students’ goals and development in three domains: academic, career, and personal/social.  
 
(f) Literacy – The ability to read, write, speak, and listen in order to communicate with others 
effectively, as well as the ability to think and respond critically and to process complex information 
across content areas.  
 
(g) Local educational agency – The term “local educational agency” means a public board of 
education/school committee, or other public authority legally constituted within the State for either 
administrative control or direction of one or more Rhode Island public elementary schools or 
secondary schools.  
 
(h) Numeracy – The ability to use and communicate about numbers and measures with a range of 
mathematical techniques in order to solve quantitative or spatial problems in a range of real-world 
contexts.  
 
(i) Opportunities to learn – Experiences that schools and teachers must provide in programs, 
resources, materials, and instruction that enable all students to learn and demonstrate the knowledge 
and skills set out in the grade level expectations (GLEs) and grade span expectations (GSEs), applied 
learning standards and other content area standards.  
 
(j) Performance-based diploma assessments – Comprehensive Course Assessments, Exhibitions, and 
Graduation Portfolios are assessment practices that schools are required to use as part of their 
assessment system for their proficiency based graduation requirements.  
 
 (1) Comprehensive course assessment – Summative assessments designed to ascertain what students 
know and are able to do relative to a course of study. At least fifty percent of this assessment must be 
performance-based and evaluate a student’s application of the knowledge and skills learned in the 
course.  
(2) Exhibition – Demonstration of learning that is evidenced in both products and oral presentations. 
An exhibition is an independent, in-depth, extended project derived from student choice and 
requiring the simultaneous demonstration of the deep content knowledge and applied learning skills 
expected of a proficient high school graduate.  
(3) Graduation Portfolio – Collection of work that documents a student’s education performance over 
time that demonstrates the deep content knowledge and applied learning skills expected of a 
proficient high school graduate. A portfolio typically includes a range of performance-based entries 
selected by the local education agency and student and further includes reflections, summary 
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statements, and a final presentation describing how the portfolio was assembled and what was 
learned in the compilation process.  
 
(k) Personalization – Every middle level and high school student is assigned a responsible adult, in 
addition to a school counselor. This adult is knowledgeable about that student’s social/emotional, 
academic, and career goals and supports his or her progress towards graduation.  
 
(l) Personal literacy plan (PLP) – A plan of action used to accelerate a student’s learning in order to 
move toward grade level reading proficiency.  
 
(m) Proficiency – A measure of a student’s knowledge and skill demonstrated in a consistent manner 
across multiple disciplines in various settings over time. The specific knowledge and skills of the 
demonstrated proficiencies are determined by the skills and knowledge benchmarked against specific 
expectations such as grade span expectations (GSEs), other content standards, and applied learning 
skills.  
 
(n) Reading below grade level – A student is considered reading below grade level when he/she 
cannot fully comprehend text because of an inability to decode fluently and automatically; and/or 
lacks sufficient vocabulary knowledge; and/or lacks sufficient ability to construct meaning when 
reading material appropriate for content learning at grade level.  
 
(o) Regents’ Approved Diploma – A diploma issued by a local educational agency that has an 
approved diploma system pursuant to section 3.4 of these regulations.  
 
(p) Scaffolded literacy program – In middle level schools and high schools there are three levels, or 
“scaffolds,” of support for improving all students’ reading. The three levels are 1) a school-wide 
discipline-specific program for all students, 2) targeted literacy supports for students reading more 
than one and up to two years below grade level, and 3) intensive literacy intervention for students 
reading more than two years below grade level.  
 
(q) Student Advisory – A supportive and stable student peer group that meets regularly with an adult 
advisor who is responsible for creating and nurturing a caring environment for academic guidance 
and support.  
 
L-6-2.0 ENSURING GRADE LEVEL LITERACY AND NUMERACY FOR ALL RHODE 
ISLAND STUDENTS.  
Each local educational agency shall ensure that all its students are proficient in literacy and numeracy 
by providing access to aligned coursework, monitoring their progress, and providing supports to 
ensure that all students become proficient. The Commissioner shall ensure that each local educational 
agency has mechanisms in place to develop students’ proficiency in reading and mathematics.  
L-6-2.1 Assessing reading proficiency levels of students at all levels.  
(a) Each local educational agency in Rhode Island shall report to RIDE on an annual basis, at a time 
and in a manner set by the Commissioner, the reading levels of all its students not assessed by the 
Commissioner’s designated state assessments. All Rhode Island local educational agencies, in 
compliance with the Rhode Island PreK-12 Literacy Policy, shall develop a screening/review process 
acceptable to the Commissioner. The screening process, using state and local assessments, will be 
used to determine which students will need additional diagnostic assessments and support.  
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(b) Local educational agencies shall diagnostically assess all students who have been identified 
through the screening process to determine the instructional strategies and interventions necessary to 
read at grade level. Local educational agencies shall report the number of students reading below 
grade level each year at a time and in a manner established by the Commissioner. The local 
educational agency shall be responsible for costs associated with test procurement, administration, 
and interpretation. The Commissioner may authorize the use of suitable state or federal funds for 
such purposes. Based on the results of reading assessments at all grade levels, the Commissioner may 
exercise the authorities provided under Title 16 to intervene in a school or local educational agency 
to ensure that the literacy needs of all students, as indicated by these assessments, are effectively 
addressed.  
L-6-2.2 Improving literacy for students reading below grade level.  
(a) Local educational agencies shall have the obligation to initiate reading interventions for each 
student who is not reading at grade level based on the assessments required under section 2.1 of these 
regulations. Any student who continues to fall below grade level in reading and/or fails to attain 
proficiency in subsequent years on the state assessments designated by the Commissioner shall 
continue to receive specialized assistance.  
 
(b) Ensuring grade level literacy is the responsibility of all local educational agencies. At the 
elementary school level, all students reading below grade level will receive reading supports, 
including Personal Literacy Plans (PLPs) that document intervention support in accordance with 
R.I.G.L. 16-7.1-2. At the middle and high school levels, reading instruction shall include a scaffolded 
approach of school-wide, targeted and intensive supports, including Personal Literacy Plans (PLPs) 
that document intervention support for students reading at least one year below grade level.  
 
(c) In a manner, format, and schedule to be prescribed by the Commissioner, all local educational 
agencies shall provide evidence of the effectiveness of the specific reading strategies and programs 
that are in place in middle level schools and high schools to ensure that all students who are reading 
below grade level will attain, and maintain, at least grade-level abilities in reading. All Rhode Island 
local educational agencies shall have mechanisms in place that: 1) identify and support students 
reading below grade level; 2) support the implementation of literacy programming at all levels to 
address the student needs identified in section 2.1 of these regulations; and 3) ensure that schools at 
all levels work collaboratively to successfully transition those students into new schools within and 
across local educational agencies.  
L-6-2.3 Improving numeracy for all students.  
In a manner, format, and schedule to be prescribed by the Commissioner, all local educational 
agencies shall provide evidence of the effectiveness of specific mathematics strategies and programs 
that they have in place to ensure all students who are not demonstrating proficiency on grade 
level/span expectations will attain, and maintain, performance that allows them to engage in grade 
appropriate curriculum. All Rhode Island local educational agencies shall have mechanisms in place 
that: 1) identify and support students who are not making progress in mathematics as measured by 
local and state assessment data; 2) provide universal student access to coursework aligned to state 
mathematics grade level/span expectations; and 3) ensure that schools at all levels work 
collaboratively to successfully transition those students into new schools within and across local 
educational agencies.  
L-6-2.4 State Panel for Instruction.  
The Commissioner will maintain and periodically revise the Rhode Island PreK-12 Literacy Policy, 
subject to the approval of the Board of Regents. The State Panel for Instruction shall provide advice 
to the Board of Regents regarding this Policy, including the creation, dissemination, and regular 
updating of pertinent resource materials for Rhode Island public schools in the area of literacy. For 
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purposes of implementing these regulations, the composition of the State Panel for Instruction shall 
reflect the involvement and collaboration of pre-K, elementary, middle level, high school and higher 
education in order to benefit both pre-service and practicing teachers.  
 
L-6-3.0 RHODE ISLAND DIPLOMA SYSTEM.  
The Rhode Island Diploma System is designed to support students in becoming proficient life-long 
learners in order to successfully pursue post-secondary academic and career goals. Students will 
substantiate their proficiency by producing evidence of meeting the content standards and applied 
learning skills in the six core academic areas, in accordance with local diploma requirements and 
each student’s individual learning plan (ILP). Local educational agencies (LEAs) shall provide 
students with multiple opportunities and appropriate supports to ensure students’ progress toward 
meeting their post-secondary academic and career goals.  
L-6-3.1. Coursework graduation requirements.  
(a) Local educational agencies (LEAs) shall revise, and school committees shall approve and submit 
to the Commissioner, at a time and in a manner so designated, local educational agency graduation 
requirements that: (1) include demonstrations of proficiency in all core areas (ELA, math, science, 
social studies, the arts and technology) as represented by the ELA, math, and science standards and 
skills adopted by the Board of Regents, as well as locally adopted standards for the other core areas; 
(2) apply to all students within the local educational agency; and, (3) include successful completion 
of at least twenty academic credits (or the equivalent) with fourteen of the credits represented by four 
academic credits of English Language Arts, four academic courses of mathematics (three 
mathematics credits and one math-related credit/course), three academic credits of science and three 
academic credits of history/social studies. The additional six required academic credits are presumed 
to include, but not be limited to, credits in world languages, the arts, and technology pursuant to local 
educational agency policies and sufficient to allow students to demonstrate the range of proficiency 
required by section 3.0 of these regulations. Student selection of courses, and scheduling of those 
courses, beyond the fourteen required credits set forth herein, shall be made consistent with the 
student’s individual learning plan (ILP). The twenty required credits represent a minimum, not a 
maximum, and it is expected that local educational agencies will adopt additional credit requirements 
as part of their graduation requirements. Similarly, it is expected that local educational agencies 
(LEAs) will provide students with additional opportunities beyond the 9-10 grade span expectations 
(GSEs) in accordance with their individual learning plans (ILPs). Local educational agency diploma 
requirements must be developed in light of all specific statutory curricular requirements otherwise set 
forth in the General Laws such as specific requirements for Rhode Island history, health, and 
physical education.  
 
(b) The minimum credit graduation requirements mandated by this section shall apply to all students 
graduating in Rhode Island, beginning with the class of 2008. Demonstrations of student proficiency 
in all courses will involve multiple measures of performance for all students and be consistent with: 
the state's Common Core of Learning; grade span expectations in mathematics, English language 
arts, and science; all other standards adopted by the Board of Regents; locally adopted local 
educational agency standards; and accepted national standards in all other curricular areas. Local 
educational agencies shall, at a time and in a manner so designated, provide a regular report to the 
Commissioner on the status of local educational agency credit requirements for graduation consistent 
with these regulations. Said reporting shall include the methods and means by which they will inform 
students, families, and community as to such minimum credit graduation requirements and student 
progress towards meeting said requirements.  
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(c) Students can meet the credit requirements set forth in this section while enrolled in state-approved 
career and technical programs. Credits awarded to students enrolled in state-approved career and 
technical programs of study will be predicated on state-approved course alignment with the 
appropriate grade span expectations, content standards and skills, and industry competencies. The 
credit graduation requirements set forth herein shall include provisions for student selection, 
declaration, and full participation in sequences of courses commensurate with state-approved 
programs of study in career and technical education.  
L-6-3.2. Performance-based diploma assessments.  
Each student exiting a Rhode Island high school with a diploma shall exhibit proficiency in the 
academic core curriculum described in 3.1. This level of proficiency must be demonstrated through 
multiple sources of evidence gathered over time in a valid and reliable local assessment system, 
through a combination of at least two of the following performance-based assessments: graduation 
portfolios, exhibitions, comprehensive course assessments, or some combination thereof, such as a 
Certificate of Initial Mastery©. In a manner to be prescribed by the Commissioner, all public middle 
level schools and high schools shall provide evidence of the manner in which they incorporate 
applied learning skills in communication, problem solving, critical thinking, research, 
reflection/evaluation across all content areas, as well as in a variety of academic, community and 
career-related contexts for all students. Each Rhode Island school committee shall formally adopt 
proficiency-based graduation requirements consistent with this section in local educational agency 
policy and submit evidence of their formal adoption as part of the Commissioner’s review set forth in 
section 3.4 of these regulations.  
L-6-3.3. Use of proficiency measures for high school graduation.  
Each local educational agency shall create a composite measure of each student’s overall proficiency 
for graduation in the six core academic areas. This composite measure will be developed using 
individual student results on state assessments in mathematics and English language arts, and, when 
so designated by the Board of Regents, science, combined with measures of successful course 
completion and at least two additional performance-based diploma assessments, as set forth in 
sections 3.1 and 3.2 of these regulations. In areas where the Board of Regents has not approved a 
state assessment for the purpose of determining student proficiency for graduation, the local 
educational agency shall use successful course completion and at least two additional performance-
based diploma assessments to determine student proficiency for graduation in those areas of study. 
While state assessments shall not be the sole grounds to prohibit graduation from high school, local 
educational agencies shall use individual student results on Board of Regents’ designated statewide 
assessments as one third (33 1/3%) of the components of their total assessment of student proficiency 
for graduation in said designated areas of study. The Board of Regents shall determine the minimum 
achievement level on the designated statewide assessments for the purposes of this section. If a 
student does not meet this minimum level of proficiency necessary in an area of study, additional 
evidence of proficiency will be required in a manner and format to be prescribed by the 
Commissioner. State assessment results shall also be included on each student’s permanent high 
school transcript in each academic year following the year in which the District in which such 
student is enrolled has secured approval from the Commissioner of its High School Diploma System 
pursuant to Section 3.4 of these Regulations.  
L-6-3.4. Regents’ approved diploma system.  
(a) The Commissioner shall review all local educational agency high school diploma systems to 
ensure that they are in compliance with these regulations. The Commissioner shall set the schedule 
and protocols for accountability to ensure that local educational agencies’ High School diploma 
systems continue to be in compliance with applicable Regents’ Regulations beginning in January 
2008. In order to grant the Regents’ approved diploma, a local educational agency must demonstrate, 
through the Commissioner’s review and approval process, that all students have been provided 
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appropriate supports and opportunities to learn in an approved curriculum. The local educational 
agency-approved core academic curriculum shall be aligned, at a minimum, with the grade 9-10 
grade span expectations (GSEs) and other appropriate standards and be otherwise compliant with 
these regulations.  
 
(b) Between June of 2008 and June of 2012, preliminarily approved local educational agencies and 
local educational agencies in an approval-withheld status will continue to be authorized to grant local 
educational agency/school diplomas based on local criteria. Local educational agencies must 
continue to comply with these regulations to the fullest extent possible, regardless of the approval 
status of their diploma system. Local educational agencies with full Board of Regents’ approval 
pursuant to this section may begin awarding a Regents’ approved diploma commencing with the 
graduating class of 2010. Commencing with the graduating class of 2012, local educational agencies 
without full approval will no longer be authorized to grant diplomas; all diplomas granted within the 
State of Rhode Island’s public schools must then be Regents’ approved diplomas. Regents’ approved 
diplomas will certify that the student receiving the diploma has presented evidence of successful 
completion of the proficiency-based graduation requirements as adopted by the local educational 
agency in adherence to the requirements set forth in sections 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3 of these regulations.  
 
(c) Students and families shall have the right to appeal graduation decisions as described in local 
educational agency policies, which must recognize avenues for alternate methods for measuring the 
student’s overall proficiency in the requisite six core academic areas as required to demonstrate 
eligibility to graduate.  
L-6-3.5. Local educational agency notification to community members of the requirements for 
graduation.  
In order to be authorized to grant a Regents’ diploma, local educational agencies must demonstrate 
through the Commissioner’s review and approval process set forth in Section 3.4 of these 
Regulations that full and effective notice of the Rhode Island Diploma System requirements set forth 
in these Regulations, as well as the proficiency-based graduation requirements adopted by the local 
educational agency, has been provided to administrators, teachers, students, families, and members of 
the community. This information must be provided to all members of each class upon their entry to 
sixth grade and again upon their entry to ninth grade (or at the time of enrollment into the local 
educational agency for students who transfer during middle or high school). Furthermore, full and 
effective notice of the minimum achievement level on designated statewide assessments for 
graduation purposes, as described in section 3.3 of these Regulations, must be provided to students 
and their families no later than October 1 in the year in which said students enter the ninth grade (or 
at the time of enrollment into the local educational agency for students who transfer during middle or 
high school). Pursuant to these regulations, the local educational agency shall provide evidence of the 
notification that the parents/guardians have been provided access to their child’s individual learning 
plan(s) and/or personal literacy plan(s). In addition, evidence of timely individual notices to a student 
and his/her family, in regard to a demonstrated lack of proficiency sufficient to endanger the award 
of a diploma must be documented in the education record of any student to whom the local 
educational agency is subsequently denying a diploma.  
L-6-3.6 Supports and accommodations to students.  
Every student enrolled in Rhode Island public schools has the right to an individualized and 
optimized opportunity to achieve proficiency for graduation, as measured in accordance with section 
3.1, 3.2, and 3.3 of these regulations, in a manner that is conducive to the future success of that 
student in the world of work or further education beyond the secondary level. For many students, that 
optimized opportunity will require additional supports from the local educational agency. The range 
of necessary support mechanisms will vary widely based on the needs of individual students.  
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(a) Each student, beginning no later than entry into sixth grade, shall have an individual learning plan 
(ILP). The ILP shall emanate from the student’s academic, career and personal/social goals. The ILP 
shall document the student’s interests, needs, supports, course selections, and opportunities 
(internships, apprenticeships, work-related) to form a structured program of study that culminates in 
proficiency for graduation. The ILP shall further include college-level work, transition placements, or 
employment after high school as dictated by the needs and interests of the individual student. The 
ILP shall coordinate with, and/or incorporate Individual Educational Programs (IEPs), Section 504 
Plans, Personal Literacy Plans (PLPs), and English language learner services, as well as any 
additional supports (such as Response To Intervention) students may need to receive to become 
proficient.  
 
(b) Students who, at the time of their entry into the ninth grade, are not on course to achieve the 
proficiency-based graduation requirements established by section 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3 of these 
regulations, shall be provided, in addition to course work, with the requisite supports designed to 
offer meaningful opportunities, including alternate pathways, to complete the proficiency 
requirements for their diplomas. These supports shall be documented in the student’s individual 
learning plan. Local educational agencies, for the purposes of compliance with this section, shall 
develop alternative educational and training programs and/or partnerships appropriate to these 
students’ needs, life goals, and abilities.  
 
(c) In order to receive a Regents’ diploma, students with disabilities and students who are English 
language learners are also expected to present evidence of successful completion of proficiency-
based graduation requirements adopted by the local educational agency and approved by the 
Commissioner. Students with disabilities have the right under federal law to continue working 
toward successful completion of the proficiency-based graduation requirements until the age of 21. 
Students with disabilities and identified English language learners (who have been served by Rhode 
Island public schools for less than three full years) may participate in an age-appropriate 
commencement ceremony, based upon local educational agency policy, whether or not they are 
receiving a diploma at that time.  
 
L-6-4.0. MIDDLE LEVEL AND HIGH SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING .  
L-6-4.1. Requirement for personalized learning environments.  
All middle level schools and high schools shall implement strategies for creating more personalized 
learning environments, including the provision of a structure by which every student is assigned a 
responsible adult, in addition to a school counselor, who is knowledgeable about that student’s 
academic, career, and social/personal goals. These personalization strategies must ensure a collective 
responsibility for individual students, resulting in more students achieving the Regents’ standards for 
academic proficiency. They shall include approaches such as student advisories, schools within 
schools, academies, and or interdisciplinary grade level teams organized around a common group of 
students, etc. Evidence of the effectiveness of such strategies, in a manner, format, and schedule to be 
determined by the Commissioner shall address the means by which these personalization approaches 
and structures will be implemented, how they will be evaluated, and how they will be continuously 
improved, in light of information obtained. Additionally, all school improvement plans and local 
educational agency strategic plans shall address strategies for responding to, planning for, and 
recording of, every student’s academic, career, and personal/social goals, beginning no later than 
sixth grade.  
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L-6-4.2. Middle level advisory.  
Student advisory structures at the middle level shall be an integral component of the middle level 
program in each Rhode Island local educational agency, regardless of what additional personalization 
structures are employed. For purposes of these regulations, advisories shall be defined as structures 
for students to meet throughout the academic year with at least one assigned adult, in an environment 
with sufficient time and opportunity to support student achievement in the academic, career, 
personal/social domains.  
L-6-4.3 Individual Learning Plan (ILP).  
Local educational agencies are responsible for developing an ILP process, beginning no later than 
entry into the sixth grade, which supports students in meeting their academic, career, and 
personal/social goals. The ILP process shall provide regular and ongoing opportunities for students to 
revisit their ILP with the guidance of responsible adults, including parents or legal guardians. In 
order to ensure the use of the ILP in coordinating appropriate supports, access to courses, and 
additional learning opportunities necessary to support students in meeting their goals, ILP reviews 
must occur, at a minimum, prior to the start of each semester. Additionally, individual learning plans 
(ILPs) should be used to support key transition periods including middle to high school and high 
school to post-secondary placement. In a manner, format, and schedule to be prescribed by the 
Commissioner, each local educational agency (LEA) shall provide evidence of the effectiveness of 
their ILP process. These requirements set forth in section 3.6 and in this section shall apply equally to 
students enrolled in state-approved career and technical coursework and other academic programs 
supported by the student’s LEA.  
L-6-4.4. Professional Development.  
All certified educators in middle level and high schools shall participate in at least fifteen (15) hours 
of ongoing professional development annually, focused on the priority areas of literacy, numeracy, 
graduation by proficiency, and personalization – as informed by each school’s student achievement 
data and guided by best practice in curriculum, instruction and assessment.  
L-6-4.5. Common Planning Time.  
Effective immediately, all Rhode Island middle level schools and high schools shall require weekly 
common planning time of a minimum of 30 minutes per session. However, local educational 
agencies shall not reduce the number of sessions or amount of time allotted to 11 12  
common planning time currently practiced. By the year 2012, common planning time must increase 
to at least two weekly sessions at the high school level and at least four weekly sessions at the middle 
level. Pursuant to the requirements of this section, local educational agencies shall provide evidence 
of the manner in which these requirements shall be implemented, as well as the means by which 
administrators and teachers will receive professional development in the effective use of common 
planning time. This common planning time must be in addition to individual faculty planning time 
and the fifteen (15) hours of professional development as set forth in these regulations. Common 
planning time shall be used by interdisciplinary and content specific teams of teachers, 
administrators, and other education professionals for substantive planning of instruction, looking at 
student work, addressing student needs (especially those with the greatest needs), and providing 
opportunities for group professional development.  


