Cassie pete with Dunkin’ Donuts? FYE, on the other hand,
Staff Writer is a different story.

Every once in a while we all like to have 8haw’s plaza? It was neighboring between the T-
little change. Within the upcoming year, Aquid- mobile store and CVS. Well, if you can rememfjer,
neck Island will be experiencing a lot of change, that store was Strawberries. It was the perfecesto
and a lot of additions. to buy gift cards for last minute birthdays andesth

“I don't really like how they're developingholidays you wish to keep impersonal. Howevey,
Target out in Portsmouth, it doesn't fit there,ldsa Strawberries has closed, if you haven’t noticed.
senior Josh about some of the improvements. Another music store has made its home in the

Already, there are two new establishmerhaw’s plaza, FYE is its name.

opened: Tim Horton’s and FYE; both located in

Middletown. Tim Horton’s is a coffee corporatiothan what Strawberries had,” said senior Chaz.
which is located where Tommy’s Diner once re- “They've also got CD mixers and burners right in
sided. Its newly painted walls conceal the savoryhe store.”

smell of fresh brewed coffee and fresh pastries.

Who knows? Maybe its even good enough to comrd also allows you to combine your favorite sopgs

Principal Steven Ruscito addresses the school at an
assembly on Monday morning
See pages six and twelve for full coverage on the
bomb scares.

Remember the old music store |in

“FYE's got a bigger selection of music

FYE provides a large selection of tunes

(Continued on page 4

Katherine
Staff Writer

The majority of the student body has probably nextually
ventured inside Newport Grand, as it is a casifawahg only per-
sons of ages 18 and older. However, you've all skeharge box
shaped building on Admiral Kalbfus Rd. that we knasvJai Alai.
Recently, Newport Grand was purchased byestin Hotel in Ft.
Lauderdale and owns the Westin in Providence. Tieeent purchase
of Newport Grand is only the beginning of their4billion plan to
redevelop the entire area of Newport that is knasithe north end.

“I think the development will make the area moceessible
to people under the gambling age,” said senior‘Pkhow now that
a lot of MHS students have no idea what'’s insideAl&. With the
new additions to the property, | think it will a&tt the attention of a
lot of the local population.”

The Procaccianti Group, the company who purchaked-
port Grand, has aimed the development to catdretariore upscale
public. Along with the reconstruction of Newportaad, the plan
suggests condominiums, restaurants, commerciakspacansporta-
tion center, shops, an indoor ice rink, soccellifees, and an aquatic
center including an indoor water park. The arethefentire project
will cover about 75 acres. Considerable assisténoce the state is

also a dependant, as the ramps from the Pe”(Continued on page 5)
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Amanda “I liked the hands-on stuff,” stated
Staff Writer enthusiastic freshman, Taylor. “All the arts like
tattoos, bookmarks, and games.”
Outside the wind was blowing, but Speaking of tattoos, juniors Sarah,

inside the party was going. On Thursday Aprilshley, Ai, and senior Ashley were quite ex-
12, the MHS foreign language students hostetlausted by the end of the night after spending
their 9" annual international festival. Filled almost the entire night with henna tubes in
with food, games, and entertainment, the nightand, artistically covering people with beautiful

was a smashing success. — and sometimes odd- tattoos.
“I thought the fashion show was hot!” “The most remarkable tattoo was the
commented junior Stephanie. choo-choo train | drew on Fritz's forearm that
The festi- was effectively speed-

val was held in the
cafeteria where the
tables were set up t
form a slightly mis-
shapen square
around the room
with all sorts of food
and activities sprea
across them.

The food
was excellent, rang

ing towards a henna
person on the tracks,”
recalls Ashley, who
designed nearly 15 tat-
toos that night.

We all know
that events such as the
international festival do
not just organize them-
selves; there is a lot of

preparation that goes

%

ing from sushi and (Photo courtesy of Google images) in beforehand. One of
noodles from Japan, tacos and cook- the biggest issues that
ies from Spain, to truffles and crepes from  the language department has to deal with is at-
France. taining a permit for the cafeteria and coordinat-

Besides the glorious food, there wasing with any other conflicts. Unfortunately, this
also on-stage entertainment. At 6:30 p.m. theyear the festival was on the same night as the
was a fashion show, where the French studer@audet Middle School talent show, so there
spoke in French as the models crossed to centere many who had to decide between the two;
stage to strut their stuff. Sophomores Kevin despite the fact, there was a good turnout. With
and Drayton were quite a hit! so many people coming and going, it was hard

Next to come was the variety of Spanto get an exact number, but it is safe to say that
ish singers. As the hungry guests made theirthere were around two hundred people who
way around the tables sampling some of the attended the event and the night was most defi-
creations that the students had worked so handitely a success.
on, it was a nice treat for them to be able to turn “I think the night went well,” said Mr.
around, plate in hand, and admire the beautif®livera, the language department head and or-
voices. After the singing, a handful of studentganizer of the festival. “There was a tremendous
from the language classes, and some not, amount of student, parent and teacher participa-
danced the meringue, in pairs, that they had hamh. We were very pleased with how it came
a special teacher come in to instruct them on the. | want to thank everyone who helped with
proper steps. the event. It wouldn’t happen without a lot of

The festival not only offered food andhelp from a lot of people.”
on-stage entertainment, but there were also
games including Japanese video games which
seemed to be quite popular.




Spreading Autism Awareness
One Step at a Time

Krystal
Sports Editor

Every step taken during this three mile walk repnésd
each child who is diagnosed with autism each y&atism is one
of the fastest growing developmental disabilitieday and as
every year progresses more awareness needs torbagad. On
April 29" 2007, The Autism Project of Rhode Island hostsd i
5" annual Imagine Walk and Family Fun Day at Godd®ak in
Warwick. The money raised from this event will gavards pro-
grams, training, camp scholarships, and socialksiibups,
unlike most events raising money it will be useghtiaway to-
wards services for each child.

“When my son Sergio was 4 and a half, he was diag-
nosgd with Autism,” said Mark BusseI.I from RrOV|dewepre- Kyle's Kickoff Team parades a banner to support thér loved
senting team Black Lagoon. “The Autism Projectbesn the  gpes. (Photo by Krystal)

greatest resource in Rhode Island for familieschildiren deal- That's when they decided to educate themselvestaism
It?l?mw,l,th Autism because of the services they pre\id the SpeC-From then on they talked to other families and thelped create

’ this event, which now raises approximately $100,00@he first
year about 400 people attended, but by ftgé&ar, now over
4,000 people participate! There were many donatfii@mm spon-
sors such as Tim Horton’s, Shaw’s, Dunkin Donuitizéns
Bank, and many others that helped support thisscand make it
yet another successful year. With over 100 volusteeluding
high school and college students the process tifigetp, distrib-
uting, and cleaning up were taken care of.

“I had to pack at least 2,000 paper bag lunches

and hot dogs with the help of the other volunted it took a
couple of hours,” commented

Like many other families dealing with this speatrit
is very difficult to have a child with this disaityl. Autism is a
disorder that deficits communication, social intgi@n, language
impairment, and induces abnormal behavior, sudkepetitive
acts. The walk was organized by representativesndo@uinn,
Sue Sposato, and Roberta Zimmerly. Five yearstagas hard
to find good services but The Autism Project was ofithe only
places that gave back. The walk started off whgroap of
moms needed help dealing with the behavior modifioa and
behavioral issues of their loved one.

#"' 3

Megan
Staff Writer

School:

The MHS Mock Trial team made it to the second roahd
playoffs in April, but lost to Tollgate (who becarB¢ate
Champs)

MHS Chorus sang at Carnegie Hall on April 28th
History teacher Ann Sullivan was named Middletown
Teacher of the Year
Prom controversy leads to a suspension
SAT'’s are at MHS on June 2nd
For many juniors, April vacation marked the begignof
college searches

State:
House of Representatives approves a bill to clospHole in
existing Peeping Tom law
North Kingstown superintendent leaves post afteusa-
tions that he misspent nearly a quarter milliorlatsl

(Continued on page 5)
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The remains of Army Sgt. 1st Class Lewis Clark \&faJtof
the Army 5th Special Forces USASFC (who was dedlare
missing in action May 10, 1971 during the Vietnarai)Vv

were found and laid to rest on May 6, 2007 with roilitary

honors

After her four-month-old son was shaken by his Isébsr,
resulting in lifelong disabilities and brain damaga East
Providence woman strives to pass a law senten@ogle
convicted of shaking a baby to ten years in prighe day-

care provider was sentenced to two years, but seryed 15

months)

Nation:
49-year-old George Hood rode on a stationary bike35
hours in an attempt to break a world record, butheraati-
cal mistakes made by his volunteers prevented fom f
achieving his goal. Hood still managed to raise,$30 to
help police officers killed in the line of duty
Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip attended tkaticky

Derby on May 6, and then attend?gontinued on page 4)



News Briefscontinued from page 3

a state dinner at the White House the next day. -

A shooting at Virginia Tech leaves 32 dead, becantire
deadliest shooting in our nation’s history
Paris Hilton is sentenced to 45 days in an all-woiad for
violating her probation

A Detroit teen will graduate from University of Migan
after only one year of study with a bachelor’'s éegn psy-
chology. Nicole entered the school as a juniorigihschool.
She was able to do this because of the eight Af3etashe
took at her public high school, and the classes@tieat the

local community college. She will enter the Waynat&

University law school in the fall.

World:
211 bodies were found between May 4th and Maylhih,
ied near a single town in Colombia
Six United States soldiers and a reporter (natipnah-

AC]UidneCk StoreScontinued from page one

onto a CD, with their CD mixer and burner. FYE &fid
nitely an improvement. Just you wait though, themsore to
comel!

So long Wal-Mart, hello Target! Yes, itis an upde!
Aside from acquiring a brand spankin’ new Tardeg, Island
will also be welcoming a J Crew and a Brooks Broghdf the
location in Portsmouth isn't a problem, Target dtaiefinitely
steal some customers from the Newport Wal-MarteiiTéx-
tremely reasonable prices can send even the sirgfieppers to
binge on their goods. Target will most likely hdglbin Ports-
mouth, and should be opening within the next yelamwever,
there have been objections to its constructiondmyesof the
town members.

Like Middletown and Portsmouth, Newport will alse b
adding some new shops to their retail family. BaoBrothers,
an upscale clothing line is planting its roots loa island. Lo-
cated in downtown Newport on Thames St., wherestbee
Dansk used to be, Brooks Brothers will attracttafcattention
during the summer tourist months. There, you aachase
clothing from Men’s, Women'’s, and Kids departmerisery-
thing from casual outfits to black tie ensemblesarailable on
their racks. They are a bit steep though, so dmnshocked by
the price tag. J. Crew is a bit more inexpensive.

Also coming to Thames St., Newport, is J. Crew, a
clothing store with definite fashion sense.

“I'd love J. Crew at the Providence Place malljiisa
freshman Katie. J. Crew will be where Pier Onedusereside.
Like Brooks Brothers, J. Crew will be attractingitists and resi-
dence alike. At a more reasonable price, you cechase some
items from their shelves. When notified of J Crewafrival,
freshman Haley was delighted.

“That would be so cool! | don't really shop thertog
but when | go up to the mall | do. They have aofotute stuff
there.”

With both J. Crew and Brooks Brothers, Newport has
definitely received an upgrade. Soon, shoppeisheisaying
Gap who? Overall the additions to the island aeagmoney
making stores.

known) were killed on May 6, 2007 in a roadside borg
north of Baghdad
A gang stripped a South African man on May 3 befanger
gluing him, naked, to his exercise bike. His mow#s also
super-glued shut. They then robbed his house. Tdrewas
rescued three hours later when his partner foumd hi
Conservative Nicolas Sarkozy was elected as Praside
France on May '8, beating the female Socialist Segolene
Royal and replacing Jacques Chirac

With the newly built and newly planned stores hameAquid-
neck Island, job opportunities are increasing. géaalone will
employ just over 150 employees, that’s just abbetsize of
MHS’s senior class. FYE, Tim Horton’s, J Crew, &rdoks
Brothers will also provide a significant amountabs. High
school and college students alike will be able skendecent
wages while working at one of these four establistits All
five establishments benefit the communities in wag or an-
other; Aquidneck Island upgrade!




CasinOcontinued from page one

Bridge would need to be realigned. Upon completiba,area
will be called 02, the chemical symbol of unbounggen,
which stands for life and symmetry. With lots ofther discus-
sion and pending plans, the project will take salvgears to de-
velop and at this time, no one is quite sure eyactien O2 will
be completed.

“I think this project will definitely benefit outown,”
said Mason Hawes, the horticulture and agricultscance
teacher at MHS. “It will provide more opportunitits high end
tourism, increase the property values, and prorédesation op-
portunities with the indoor soccer and water fties.”

“It definitely provides a potential spot for usaid
hockey coach Eric Godin. “We have no home gamesy;rté all
away. This may provide a good opportunity for cams to come
out and support us.”

The recreational units they plan to install will keat
easier for local teams to practice and competepanide a
closer location for some. Middletown may even soayaase

Autism Walk continued from page 3

sophomore Caitlyn who was a volunteer. “It is watth
though because in the end you see how much volumgeeally
helps the cause.”

them. It will also increase the tourism rate weeree on Aquid-
neck Island. It will become a year-round traveltspeparate
from the downtown area but they will be intercorteddy trains
and shuttles. The opening of the many new busésess| bring
about hundreds of employment opportunities fordesis of the
area as well, hiring at least 650 at the casinnelo

I am interested in the water park and indoor soase
pects of the project,” added Hawes. “| hate toesaaything re-
volve around gambling as | am not a big fan dbitt, | under-
stand that they need the revenue from the gambdimgake this
project attainable. | wish they would incorporateilee path into
the plan.”

Leading the walk were teams formed to represersetho

who are affected by the disorder. Many teams wbintss but-
tons, and hats to show off who they were walking Kéeredith
Pintarelli from West Warwick represented Kyle's Kadf team
that consisted of over 30 team members. They walkekd
holding a homemade banner that they had creatednWiere-
dith was asked what the best thing about this wel& she re-
plied, “It's nice to know you're in a place wherewywon't be
judged because normally when you're at a mall onething,
there are people that stare at your kids.”

One of the most difficult things for a parent tatle
with is the unkind gestures and comments that thegive from
people. For example, when an autistic child startstim”,
which is repetitive behavior that may include humgiclap-
ping, hand flapping, manipulating objects, or rungnin a circle,
is when people are the most obnoxious since thaeit dader-
stand. By educating others effected families hiyag it will
eliminate strangers’ ignorance. The more awaresgsad, the
more people will start to understand autism.

This event wasn't all about the walk. When theaato
returned, the kids got to enjoy going to the talihed were set
up with different activities. There was face paigtimany crafts
(which were kindly donated by Michael’s), a senstaidyle
which helps with sensory issues and even a rabbit z
“I loved looking out at the crowd and seeing theéskénjoy
themselves while also seeing the volunteer’s warki tbut still
having fun,” stated Roberta Zimmerly, represenfitng Autism
Project of Rhode Island. “In the end it all comes @ be a very
rewarding experience.”

There is currently no cure for autism but orgatiizes
are continuing to research causes and treatmeahasone day
the piece to the puzzle will finally be solved.

Kids at the Autism Walk enjoy one of the many actiities set up.
(Photo by Krystal)
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What Really Went Down

Amanda fire alarm. This was the second call in a week (trst one hap-
Staff Writer pened on Wednesday).

and After everyone was dismissed from school, the bomb
Jessica squad was called in along with the police, theespatlice, fire-
News Editor men and bomb-sniffing dogs. The school was dedlaoemb-

free and, after a brief assembly on Monday, schemimed as
normal. A grand total of $100,000 was spent odayi

During the second week of May, the MHS bomb scares

caused chaos for the entire student body and affebe Middle-
town community.

“The whole week was crazy,” commented freshman
Sarah. “It was not a very smart idea for someorgayp those
pranks. A lot of people got worried and scaredokt the school
a lot of money, too.”

On May 11", what started out as a typical Friday morn-
ing soon turned into something quite differentwdts just before
the end of second period on day 6 that the firamalaent off.
Everyone followed the usual routine; complainingatthe noise

A Message From The Principal
as published in the MHS parent
teacher newsletter

Have you read the latest MHS parent new
letter, yet? If not, here are two paragrap

S~

S_

the alarms make while walking outside, some tcbéiek and from the Principal’s message found on the
some to the front, to find their way to their clasgesignated front page:
area of standing.
“At first | thought it was a great thing because coaild w
get out of school early, but then after | heard mowch money bl ;Il_he act at §chor;l'last Weel.(bvlvas,a_‘
was spent trying to protect the students, | thoifghias a very atant demonstration of irresponsible citi-
bad idea to pull a prank like that,” said sophomimzef. zenship, it was a break down in our schoal
Most fire drills usually only last 10-15 minutesitkas community and demonstrated thoughtless
20 minutes passed and the teachers told the stuttentove into disregard for the safety of others, particu-
the street and farther away from the school, pebgmn to real- ; o
ize that this was no ordinary fire drill. When ttedents in the larly.t.hos.e ;tudents WIFh special nGEdS. ang
front of the school were told to move to the bottofthe field, mobility limitations. This act, at a considerr
there was no doubt in anyone’s mind that this whsrab threat. able financial cost to taxpayers, threatened
Principal Ruscito addressed the students in the b the well being of our community, not to
the school around 10:00 and cheering, clappingsaodting mention that it took police, firemen, fire
erupted from the group as he informed them thada@clwould be ' Y
cancelled for the rest of the day due to a boméatthr However, marshals, and others away from what could
cheers soon turned to moans as the students vearédld that have been a real emergency.
they would not be allowed back into the schoollintiad been
cleared. Because the evacuation had originallyghbto have In today’s society many of our
ongings inthe school Later i o day. studeraee alowed fo | Y0UNd PEOPIe believe that to report susp-
retrieve their belongings but many had to go the@emeekend . .
without the things that they had locked in the sthdNot only threaten the safety and the lives of othersjis

was the school off limits but all after school sities were also
cancelled, including the Freshman-Sophomore Semi&lo

“I was really annoyed because the dance was caxgkll
exclaimed sophomore Alex.

A call was made to Mr. Clancey’s history class vehar
substitute teacher answered the phone and heaadkavoice
over the phone threaten that there was a bomkeisdhool. The
teacher then called the principal who evacuatedtheol via the

disloyal and cowardly. Many adults dem-
onstrate this attitude when they stand by
and watch someone get hurt without inter;
vening, as occurred with the beating of an
elderly veteran this week in Massachu-
setts.”




