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Staff Writer � �
�
��������When most people think of 
first time athletes, an image of a 
young girl making a daisy chain in 
center outfield comes to mind.  
 “A lot of times they look 
like ostriches, with their eyes 
poked out, running around the 
desert chased by a bulldozer with 
‘Flight of the Bumblebee’ playing 
in the back-
ground,” said 
senior Ashley M. 
      However, 
these select stu-
dents look like all 
stars. The boys’ 
tennis team only 
has enough play-
ers for a Varsity 
team. Most of the 
team consists of 
returning players, 
but three new 
faces are senior 
Bill M, and fresh-
men Billy H and 
Pat M. Neither M 
nor H had played 
before, but Bill 
played on the tennis club during 
his sophomore year, when the 
group was not considered a team. 
Coach David L had good things to 
say about his new recruits. 
       “They’re doing okay,” said L. 
“There’s a learning curve. It’s 
more intense than when you are 
playing with your friends on a 
Sunday afternoon. All of them are 
improving, but Bill impressed me. 
He is number four singles, which 
is pretty high on the pecking or-
der.” 
       The girls’ track team has been 

blessed with junior Haley C, who 
decided on a whim to join the 
team. 
      “I wasn’t sure if I was going to 
like it at first, but once the season 
progressed more, I really enjoyed 
it,” said C. 
      Girls’ track coach Ted H had 
extremely high praise for Haley 
       “She is one of the more tal-
ented people I’ve worked with, 
and I have coached track for 55 

years,” said H.                      
 “She is extremely tal-
ented. Her only weakness is that 
we – myself and the other coach, 
Kirsten S – are unsure of where 
she belongs because she is so good 
at everything. She has a remark-
able career ahead of her.”  
 Perhaps her 10 years of 
gymnastics and four years of 
cheerleading have lent themselves 
to Haley’s track abilities. Haley 
recently finished second in the 400 
(which is one lap around a track) 
in a tri-meet against East Provi-

dence and Rogers, and took top 
honors in the triple jump with a 
winning hurdle of 31 feet, 1/2 
inch.                         An-
other junior venturing into new 
athletics is J.V. softball player 
Kathleen H. This was also a whim 
decision, which seems to be work-
ing out for Kathleen. 

“The games are really 
nerve-wracking for me because 
I’m still learning the tricks to the 

game,” said Kathleen. 
“I’m always nervous 
for games because it’s 
new and I’m not sure 
where I’m supposed to 
play. But I’m getting 
better. I made my first 
hit on Saturday, which 
was really exciting!”  
When asked why she 
decided to play, she 
replied, “I was on the 
track team before and I 
didn’t really like it, and 
softball looked like 
fun.” 
Kathleen, a seasoned 
athlete, has drawn tal-
ents from her other 
sports experiences, 

both above and underwater. 
“Swimming has helped my arm 
muscles, and cross country has 
given me endurance,” said Kath-
leen, who has been Varsity on 
both sports since freshman year.  

 This past year, she was 
named Captain of the swim team. 
Freshman Edward C has joined the 
freshmen baseball team.          
 “I wanted to play with my  

                        
(Continued on page 21) 

Freshman Pat M. practices hard before a tennis match. 
                        (Photo taken by Christina K.) 
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Krystal P. 
Sports Editor 
and 
Christina K. 
Special Sections Editor 
 

Once practice has begun and the track team is in the 
middle of their warm up run, it's hard to find a smile. However, 
Catherine's positive outlook on the team is just one of the reasons 
why people would select her as athlete of the issue. Catherine B, 
known as just Butler, has helped make the Lady Islanders a 
strong team.  

"She's a good leader, has a good sense of humor, and is 
one of our four year veterans," commented Coach Ted H. "She is 
also very popular amongst her team mates and coaches," he 
added. 
            She has been cheering and running for our school for the 
past four years. This year was her first year as the Varsity Cheer-
leading Squad captain, but her second year as being the track 
team’s captain. There's a reason for that return: Catherine has 
good advice for meets, and her running techniques have helped 
others. 
            “Before a major meet I think about how I want to run 
each of my races and I try to mimic it on the track,” said Cath-
erine. “I also try to stay positive because if you go out thinking 
that you’re going to lose, you’ll sike yourself out.” 

Her events in meets this year are the 1500, 800, and the 
4x400 but her freshman year was what made school history. 
 “My freshman year I was on the 4x800 team that set our 
school record’s fastest time and my sophomore year I was on the 
4x800 team that came in first at JV States,” she shared.   
 Other than being a strong athlete, she also manages to 
get a chuckle out of the team during practice. 
 “Her fun, happy attitude makes practice less tedious,” 
stated junior Nina T, team mate.  

She is very upbeat and encourages the team to work 
harder. Track may be an overwhelming experience but with team 
support from her, it has made track not only a competitive sport 
but also an extended family.  
 “It has been great having Catherine as a captain. She is 
always there to talk to and is always a team player,” said sopho-
more Jazmin M. 

Many of her team mates agree that she is someone they 
can rely on. With her passion for running, it has shown in all her 
meets since she progresses and tries to improve her personal best.  

“I feel that track isn’t always about beating the other 
team or getting a good time, it’s about having fun and pushing 
yourself to your limits.”  

A strong athlete isn’t born that way, and she has many 
ways to keep in shape for all seasons. To keep herself in shape, 
she runs a lot and goes to the YMCA when it’s too cold to run 
outside. Those trips to the YMCA are worth it because of all the 
good qualities that are shown through her running.  

“Whatever she does for training must work because she 
runs so fasts and knows how to pace herself,” said sophomore 
Jessica S. 

When Catherine is not hitting the track, you can find her 
hanging out with her friends or listening to her ipod. Her enthusi-
asm towards both teams has made her the definition of captain. 
Her perkiness and being an all around good athlete has made her 
this month’s athlete of the issue.�

Catherine’s events in meets are the 1500, 800, and the 4x400. 
                                               (Photo taken by Krystal P.) 
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Kelsey Dugan  
Staff Writer  
 
 “That’s a good pitch, Matty W.”  
 “One, Two, Three, HARD WORK!!”  

You may have all heard these before, but do we know 
the man behind these words? Well by the end of this profile, you 
will know everything there is to know about number 42 on the 
Islander baseball team, Mr. Michael Y, our coach of the issue.  
 Mr. Y does not only coach the MHS varsity baseball 
team, but he is also going on his tenth year here at the Middle-
town Alternate Learning Program, Project Success, and now as 
the student attendance facilitator (Truant officer).  

His favorite part of working with the students is becom-
ing a helpful part in their lives, and hoping to make a difference 
in their pursuit of dreams.  
 “He is a great coach, he takes good care of our pitchers 
and keeps us all prepared for what challenge approaches us next,” 
said senior Zac S.  
 Mr. Y has been coaching since he was in high school, as 
a volunteer coach for the Fifth Ward Little League and hasn’t 
stopped since. He coaches both baseball and basketball.  

“My dad, first and foremost, has influenced me to be-
come a coach,” said Y. “I respected all my coaches from Little 
League to the pros.” 

Speaking of the pros, Mr. Yates played two minor 
league seasons with the Atlanta Braves Single A team in Wythe-
ville, Virginia. He played basketball and baseball in high school 
and was co-captain in both sports, and continued playing through 
college.  

His favorite part of coaching is interacting with players 
and watching students become outstanding young men and 
women as they pursue their goals in life.  

“He not only motivates you as a team, but encourages 
you as an individual to do your best,” said senior Matt W.  

Before a big game, Mr. Y is always there with a big pep 
talk. “I’m a straight shooter,” said Y. “I encourage through posi-
tive motivation and heart.” 

Other than coaching and teaching Mr. Y plays sports, 
referees baseball, softball and basketball, bartends, and stacks 
shelves at County Liquors. 

Mr. Y’s favorite baseball team growing up was the San 
Francisco Giants, but thankfully he made the switch to Red Sox 
Nation and is now a dedicated sox fan. Clean up batter # 34, 
David Ortiz, now shares the title of Mr. Y’s favorite player which 
is also a switch from his childhood admiration to Willie Mays.  

With a life full of sports, it only seems fitting that his 
favorite movies would be sports related. “The Rookie,” “Little 
Giants,” and “Major League” are at the top of his list.  

Yates’s favorite foods consist of steak, lasagna, and a bit 
of everything he says. His favorite color is obvious; Islander 
Blue. As a coach he has high expectations for the team this year.  

“This year like every year you hope to make the playoffs 

and then do the damage,” said Mr. Y.  
With the season already underway the team is having a 

winning season led by coaches Eric G and Mike Y and it seems 
like the damage is getting done early, making Mr. Mike Y our 
coach of the issue.  
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Mr. Yates watches over the Boys’ Varsity Baseball Team. 
                                (Photo courtesy of Dean S.) 
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On Monday May 21st, the varsity baseball team beat 
Moses Brown 6-5 in the bottom of the 12th inning. It 
was the boys’ last home game of regular season and 
the seniors’ last home game ever at Gaudet. The boys 
played well both defensively and offensively. Great 
pitching by Danny T, Matt W, and Dean S. Congratu-
lations senior boys! For more info on our teams go to 
page 22! 
         (compiled by Kelsey D.) 

Rebecca B. 
Staff Writer 
 
 Throw on a sweatband and run a 
few warm up laps before reading this 
story; the math team, one of the most 
heavy-weight, smart-thinking teams at 
MHS is at an angle this year where they 
can sweep the meets and win it all. Math is 
a non-contact sport full of strategy and 
diligence, and this is a tribute to all math-
letes. 
 The team competes against Ports-
mouth, Mt. Hope, Bay View, and Tiverton 
high school, supported by math league 
advisor and MHS math teacher, Mr. F. 
With only four meets a year, these Island-
ers focus mainly on teamwork and dili-
gence. The team doesn’t practice, though; 
math classes at school are practice enough 
for these all-stars. One of the goals of this 
year’s captains (all seniors are captains) is 
to have the team develop a bond, so that 
they cannot be divided. 
 “Sometimes we have Saturday 
sleepovers and compete against each other; 
it keeps us fresh,” senior captain Stacie W 
said, trying to pass it off as real life but it’s 
really just a dream of hers. 
 How does an actual meet work, 
you may be wondering? The mathletes 

compete silently during ten minute rounds, 
each competing in a maximum of two or 
three rounds, finishing with a team round. 
The points are added up and a winning 
school is decided. 
 “It’s totally intense,” said Stacie, 
whimpering in pain as she put ice on a 
strained muscle in her calculator hand. 
“Sometimes people sweat…or throw up 
from the pressure. People stretch out their 
fingers so they don’t cramp when they use 
their calculators.” 
 Senior captain Nick L was 
deemed by senior captain Stacie W as the 
strongest team member, both mentally and 
physically. 
 “[Nick] is a juggernaut solely 
comprised of numbers and the TI-titanium 
calculator,” commented Stacie. 

“Unfortunately, Nick got arrested 
for using an illegal calculator and had to 
spend a night in prism,” Stacie added, 
laughing because it is yet another fictitious 
story she was told about the math team, 
 Nick, modest about his skills, 
begs to differ that he is not the King of 
Math. 
 “Tony is the real power behind 
the team,” said Nick. “He is The Denomi-
nator.” 
 Stacie didn’t start telling anyone 

she was on the math team until after she 
saw Mean Girls and realized it would al-
low her to be able to break apart the Prom 
Crown (greatest achievement in all of high 
school) and shower it over all deserving 
students at MHS. 
 “I like math because it’s the same 
in every country,” said Cady H, junior at 
North Shore high school. 
 Cady is credited with not only 
having comprised the most beautiful quote 
in all of math, but also with making math 
jackets look cool. 
 After sharing her passion for math 
with anyone who comes within a tenth of a 
mile radius of her, Stacie has noticed a few 
changes. 
 “Everyday life is pretty exhaust-
ing. A lot of people expect you to be a 
walking calculator, so we always get asked 
to do like…stuff. No biggie; we secretly 
enjoy it,” said Stacie, whose popularity has 
reportedly multiplied since admitting her 
affiliation with MHS math team. 
 Looking to join? Well, this elite 
team isn’t a sign up and competitive kind 
of gig; Mr. F usually recruits deserving 
and talented students at the beginning of 
each school year. If this doesn’t make you 
want to bring up your math grades, nothing 
will! 
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friend, but he was ineligible, but I played anyways,” said Edward. “It 
seemed fun.”                                       
 If you are at any sporting event this spring, look for one of 
our new athletes, and cheer them on! After all, it’s not easy starting 
new, as Coach L pointed out. 
 “It’s tough starting out when you’ve never played this sport 
before, but they’re getting there.”  

   Attention Cheerleaders!     
Tryouts will be held on June 
4th, 5th, and 6th! Don’t forget 
to pick up a flyer in the office!  

Being a cheerleader is just one way to show school spirit. 
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(compiled by Rebecca B and Krystal P as of May 20th) 
 

Boys’ track: 3-8                                                                Girls’ track: 4-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The High Jump is just one of the events at 
which senior Joey K excels at. 
     (Photo taken by Christina K.)

“We have some talented girls, but some people are 
lacking dedication,” said senior captain Catherine 
B. 

Senior Catherine B participating in the 
800 against Barrington. 
                (Photo taken by Krystal P) 

          Golf: 4-6-1 
“The seniors stepped up. Personally, I’m 
having a good season,” said sophomore  
Ryan M. 

 

   Boys’ lacrosse: 2-10 
“We’re not having a good season but if we 
win our next two games we’re in the play-
offs,” said sophomore Nick G. 

    Girls’ lacrosse: 7-3 
“We recently had a big win against South 
Kingston. Hopefully we’ll do well in play-
offs,” said sophomore Taylor A.  

    Boys’ tennis: 0-9 
“We’re not doing that well for our record 
but everyone on the team is just having 
fun,” said sophomore Tim S. 

        Softball: 7-7 
“Our defense is on fire, but we rally too 
late,” said senior co-captain Courtney 
Walker. 
 
 

Baseball: 11-7 
“We have a veteran group of guys who 
have played together since little league. 
We go out everyday knowing that when 
we play, we can win,” said senior Dean S.  

 

“We have a young team, but our veterans on the 
team are carrying us. Our team likes to have fun and 
joke around but when its time to take care of busi-
ness we do it. We try very hard and because of the 
hard work we put into it, we have all four seniors 
going to the state championship,” said senior Cor-
nell L. 

 Freshman Pat M shows that the 
key to a good game is practice. 
                  (Photo taken by Krystal P) 

(Photos courtesy of clip art images) 

Teamwork is the key to winning many games 
as the boys’ varsity baseball has shown. 
               (Photo courtesy of Dean S.) 

Girls’ lacrosse senior night was held 
on May 22nd. Sophomore Alex M is 
pictured wearing a senior night shirt. 
                        (Photo taken by Krystal P) 


