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Internet Dolphin Scavenger Hunt

Directions:  In order to complete this hunt you must go to 5M’s Dolphin Web Page and find the page –Student Links for Research.  Once you are on this page you will see several links for websites.  Click on any website and voila you are there.  You must complete this scavenger hunt using these links to find your information.  All answers must be in complete sentences and you will need to list the website you got your answer from for each question.  You may use more than one website for each question, or you may also use the same website to answer more than one question.  Good Luck and Have Fun!

A= Auditory

What does auditory mean and how does this function in dolphins compare to other animals’ auditory system?

B= Breathing

How do dolphins breathe under water without gills?

C= Creativity

In what ways are dolphins considered creative?

D= Depth

To what depth can bottlenose dolphins dive?  Explain how it is possible for dolphins to dive as deeply as they do?

E= Echo

How does the melon help the dolphin with echolocation?  How does it help determine size, shape, speed and density of an object?  If echolocation is so accurate, why do dolphins get caught in tuna nets?

F= Fins

What is the purpose of each of a dolphin’s fin?

G= Gestation

Look up the word gestation in the dictionary.  Define it.  What is the dolphin’s gestation period?

H= Hearing

Describe three aspects of hearing in dolphins that are different from human hearing.

I= Intelligence

What evidence is there that dolphins are intelligent?

J= Jaws

Compare the dolphin’s jaws and teeth with your own.

K= Kind

What are the distinguishing characteristics of the bottlenose kind of dolphin?

L= Location

Where can dolphins be located?

M= Melon  

The word “melon” for a dolphin does not mean a sweet fruit.  What is the melon?  Why is the melon important to the dolphin?

N= Narwhal

What makes narwhals different from other types of cetaceans?

O= Outer Covering
If dolphins are mammals, why don’t they have hair or fur?  In what way is this outer covering useful to dolphins?

P= Predators

Do dolphins have natural predators?

Q= Quickness

How fast can dolphins swim?

R= Relatives

Name two ways that dolphin families are different from human families.  Name two ways they are similar to human families.

S= Sleeping

Why can dolphins take only short catnaps?

T= Talking

How do dolphins “talk”?

U= Unarmed 

Dolphins are unarmed against humans.  How are they being threatened by mankind?

V= Vision

How is dolphin vision different from human vision?

W= Warm

How do dolphins keep warm?

X= eXist

Dolphins are members of the group of mammals called Cetaceans.  How many species of cetaceans exist?

Y= Years

How do scientists determine the age of dolphins?

Z= Zoologist

Dr. Randy Wells studied zoology in college.  What does a zoologist do?
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